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Upcoming Events
Call individual Granges for more information.

Oct. 25	 Marvel Grange — Luau, 6 p.m.
Oct. 31	 Sunflower Grange — Trunk or Treat Sedalia Elementary, 
	 2-3 p.m. – Sandi Hier, Diana Bates, Dennis Ellis.
Nov. 7	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting Cancelled.
Nov. 8	 Florissant Grange — Basket Class 9 a.m.-12 p.m.;
	 Needle Felting 10 a.m.-12 p.m.; Fabric Painting 1-3 p.m.
Nov. 8	 Sunflower Grange — Grange Meeting, 3-5 p.m. 
	 at the Firehouse in Sedalia. Spaghetti Potluck.
Nov. 8	 Mt. Allison Grange — Craft Fair, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Nov. 9	 Mt. Lookout Grange — Community Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 13	 Golden Gate Grange — Grange Meeting, 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 15	 Pleasant Park Grange — Regular Meeting 10 a.m. 
	 followed with Thanksgiving Dinner at 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 17 thru Dec. 1      Golden Gate Kids’ Holiday Gift Drive. 
Nov. 20	 Mt. Lookout Grange — Adult Craft Night, 6 p.m. 
Nov. 25	 Mt. Lookout Grange — Monthly Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 26	 Florissant Grange — Free Thanksgiving Dinner 6 p.m. 
Nov. 29	 Marvel Grange — Community Breakfast.
Dec. 2	 Golden Gate — Delivery of Gift to Jeffco Commissioners.
Dec. 5	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6	 Golden Gate — Wreath Making, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Dec. 6	 Mt. Allison Grange — Free Community Christmas 
	 Breakfast and Food Drive, 8-10 a.m.
Dec. 6	 Progressive Pomona — Potluck and Meeting, 11:30 p.m.
Dec. 6	 Sunflower Grange — Winterfest, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
	 Dennis Ellis and BMan’s.
Dec. 6-7	 Florissant Grange — Christmas Bazaar 
	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday; 12-3 p.m. Sunday.
Dec. 12	 Gold Gate — Peak to Peak Chorale.
Dec. 13	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m. 
	 with Potluck and Gift Exchange.
Dec. 14	 Mount Lookout — Grange Community Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 18	 Mount Lookout — Grange Adult Craft Night, 6 p.m.
Dec. 19/20	 Marvel Grange — Soup Supper and Special Program.
Dec. 30	 Mount Lookout — Grange Monthly Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 30	 Sunflower Grange — Audubon Bird Count, Wayne Eads.
Dec. 31	 Marvel Grange — New Year’s Eve Party.
Jan. 8	 Golden Gate Grange — Meeting, 2:30 p.m.
Jan. 10	 Pleasant Park Grange — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m. 
	 followed with Potluck.
Weekly Happenings:
Florissant – Every Tuesday Grange Quilters, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Golden Gate Grange – AA – Every Tuesday, from 7 p.m. 
Golden Gate Grange – Yoga – Wednesdays, from 3-4 p.m. 
Florissant – Every Thursday is Community Potluck and Music.
Florissant – Business Meeting the 2nd Monday of the month at 6 p.m.

Newly-elected Colorado State Grange Officers. 

Election Of State Officers
This was an election year for the State Grange. Most officers were elected 

for two-year terms. Master/President – Gary Wardle, Vice President/Over
seer – Harry Greer, Lecturer – BJ Bushman, Steward - Jon Kullmann, As-
sistant Steward – Larry Corman, Lady Assistant Steward – Carol Lackey, 
Chaplain – Shelly Lackey, Treasurer – Sheryl Ayers, Secretary – Cindy 
Greer, Gate Keeper – Amy Peterson, Ceres – Yvonne Ludwig, Pomona – 
Carol Thompson, Flora – Terri Costeldia, Executive Committee for three-
year term – Roger Ayers. 
The Pianist is not an elected position but Ruth Wilson Francisco was 

thanked and asked to serve again next year.
Executive committee member for two years – Mike Lackey, Executive 

committee member for one year – Tom Campion. Elizabeth Hiner will be serv-
ing as Public Relations and Membership Chairman for the next two years. 
The remaining committee chairmen will be confirmed in the near future. 

Quilts Of Valor Awarded
The Colorado State Grange pre

sented two quilts of Valor at the State 
Grange Convention this year. 
One quilt was presented to Rich 

Phillips from Golden Gate Grange. 
Rich joined the U.S. Navy on April 
21, 1964. He received the rank of 
EM3 and was assigned to the DD859, 
USS Norris, stationed at New Port, 
Rhode Island. Rich’s most memora-
ble travels involved a trip that was 1½ 
times around the globe. He received 
a commendation for “Outstanding 
Performance of Duty During Combat 
Operations” while he was in the war 
zone (Viet Nam). He was honorably 
discharged February 4, 1968.

One quilt was presented to Jon 
Kullmann of Pleasant Park Grange. 
He joined the Air Force and was 
stationed at Wright-Patterson AFB 
in Dayton, OH. He served for four 
years and was an E4 Senior Airman.
Both were in attendance at the 

Final Banquet at the Douglas Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. We are delighted to 
honor these two Grangers with this 
award. The quilts were donated by 
Karen Baxter and Cindy Greer. Any-
one wanting to make a quilt of Valor 
for presentation should contact ei-
ther Karen or Cindy for guidelines 
as to size; any pattern may be used. 
Patriotic colors are preferred. Nom-

inations for recipients are due in the 
State Grange office by September 3, 
2026, for presentation at the 2026 
State Grange convention.

Quilt of Valor recipients Rich Phillips and Jon Kull-
mann.

This year’s outstanding Grange 
Award was presented to Yvonne 
Ludwig of Pleasant Park Grange.
Yvonne has been President of 

Pleasant Park Grange in Conifer for 
almost 15 years and an active mem-
ber for many more years and is an 
active member of Darden Pomona 
Grange #1. Some of her activities 
in Pleasant Park Grange include the 
following:
•	 Stocking the bicycle rest stop at 
the Grange with snacks for the 
many who ride bikes up the can-
yon. It is a major fundraiser for 
the Grange.

•	 Helping with dinners such as the an
nual Thanksgiving dinner, chili din
ners, and Darden Pomina picnics.

•	 She participates in Darden Pomo-
na meetings and activities, such as 
the annual Christmas party held at 
Enterprise Grange and the Ken-
tucky Derby Party. For the annu-
al Darden Pomona Picnic held at 
Pleasant Park Grange she helps to 
organize it and has provided food 
and procured door prizes and en-
tertainment for this event.
Not only is she an active Grange 

member but she also is very involv
ed in her Conifer community. New-
comers and Neighbors is a commu-
nity organization which offers many 
activities for its members in the Co-
nifer area. They have groups such 
as hiking, movies, and a variety of 
other interest groups. Yvonne par-
ticipates and helps this organization. 
The Salvation Army recognizes vol-
unteers and Yvonne helps with their 
recognition luncheons by proving 
door prizes and helping with the 
luncheon. She has been a member 
of the local Historical Society. In her 
church she helps with dinners, cook-
ing and serving, and helping out 
with setup and cleanup. It is always 
a pleasure to see Yvonne’s smiling 
face at our Grange events as well as 
community events in Conifer. Con-
gratulations Yvonne.
Yvonne was elected as Ceres for 

the State Grange two years ago and 
was re-elected this year for another 
two-year term.
Nominations for Outstanding 

Granger are due to the State Grange 
office by September 3, 2026, for the 
2026 State Grange award.

Outstanding Grange Award
Outstanding Granger Yvonne Ludwig

Colorado State Grange
2025 Convention Highlights

on Pages 5 and 8
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Brothers and Sisters, it has been my honor to serve 
as the Colorado State Grange president for the past 
four years. The 2025 state Grange convention was a 
success due to the help and support of all the officers, 
delegates, and members who attend the convention 
in Castle Rock. We had some officers not able to at-
tended due to illness and family events. Thanks to all 
who filled in at the last minute. A special thanks to BJ 
Bushman, our Lecturer. She planned a great Gala and 
tour of the FoodBox, a hydroponic garden. See the 
Agriculture report for more information. Next year’s 

convention is planned for Cortez, Colorado. I hope many will make plans to 
attend. Is there anyone who would like to be the Junior and Youth director. 
Please contact me, thanks.
Next year the nation will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of our 

founding. This is a good time for Granges to partner with other organizations 
to host a community celebration. I hope all will take this opportunity to get 
the Grange name in front of your community to gain membership.
Kathy and I will be attending the National Grange convention. This year 

the convention will be on a cruise out of Miami. The delegates will be con
sidering a rise in membership dues. In anticipation of this passing, the dele-
gates at the Colorado convention raised the Colorado dues by $10 per mem-
ber. We will report back other information from the convention in the next 
paper.
I hope all have a Happy Thanksgiving and a joyous Christmas season.
Thanks for all your efforts to promote the Grange and make it relevant in 

your community.
IN ESSENTIALS UNITY, IN NON-ESSENTIALS LIBERTY,

IN ALL THINGS CHARITY

December 15 — Articles for the 
next Granger are due to the state 
office. This includes the HAND-
BOOK.

December 31 — End of Fourth 
Quarter.

January 1 — Happy 2026.
January 31 — Quarterly re-

ports and payments due to the 
state office.

March 31 — end of First Quar-
ter for 2026.
State session has been completed 

and we want to thank everyone who 
attended and participated on one 
way or another. It was fun, it was 
successful and it was a lot of work. I 
will be working on getting the Jour-
nal of Proceedings put together and 
the Roster updated and sent out in 
the near future.
In all probability, we expect that 

your Grange dues will go up $10 

for the coming year. That’s only 
$2.50 per quarter per member. Call 
it a cost-of-living increase. One 
needs to remember that the Nation-
al Grange has not had a dues in-
crease in 10 years and we all know 
things have gone up in cost over 
the time and unfortunately we are 
not gaining members, we are losing 
member. We do expect that we will 
lose some members because of the 
increase.
Grange Engage is a real thing and 

is going to be the data base the Na-
tional Grange will use. It will take us 
all time to learn about this new pro-
gram, but as with anything new we 
can do it. I finally figured out how 
to add members and how to delete 
members who have dropped. I’m 
still working on how to show when 
they passed away. 
Each member who has an email 

Master’s Message
Gary Wardle, State Master

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
303-349-7390 • Email: cograngepresident@gmail.com

Visit the
Colorado Grange website at
www.coloradogrange.org

Granger Deadline And Guidelines
December 15, 2025, is the dead-

line for articles for the January-Feb-
ruary 2026 edition of The Colorado 
Granger. You can send them to the 
State Grange Office, 7629 County 
Road 100, Hesperus, CO 81326 or 
email costategrange@gmail.com.
We would appreciate your follow-

ing these guidelines when writing an 
article.
•	 Name of Grange
•	 Contact person (with phone num-
ber)

•	 Upcoming dates

•	 Brief summary of what has been 
happening at your Grange — DO 
NOT SEND MINUTES

•	 Community Service Projects
•	 In Memoriam (Grangers who 
have passed away)

•	 Thinking of You
•	 (Grangers who are sick and shut 
in — include address if they 
would enjoy cards)

•	 Hats Off (Grangers to be recog-
nized)

•	 You’re Invited (activities open to 
nonmembers and visiting Grangers)

will be invited to participate and up-
date their own records and engage 
with other Grange members across 
the nation. If one has something they 
want to sell there is a place for that, 
if one wants to seek ideas, there is a 
place for that. 
We are supposed to be able to uti-

lize this program instead of zoom, 
but we tried it for a committee meet-
ing and didn’t have too much luck 
yet. We all didn’t have the informa-
tion on where to go or what to look 
for. It’s just a matter of communica-
tion that has to be worked out.
As soon as I feel comfortable I 

will have a meeting for all secre-
taries about this and other items via 
zoom or the new platform.
Let’s remember to keep our com-

munications with members and 
non-members positive and upbeat 
and others will want to continue and 
perhaps even join us. Enthusiasm is 
contagious.

Under BJ Bushman’s guidance, 
Grange members at our annual ses-
sion at nearby Castle Rock toured 
FarmBox Foods in Sedalia, and vis-
ited two active units: one for mush-
rooms, and one for basil. I was very 
impressed! 
FarmBox Foods converts shipping 

containers into climate-controlled, 
hydroponic vertical farms that grow 
pesticide-free leafy greens from seed 
to harvest in just 320 square feet. In 
a year’s time, the output of one box 
equates to 3.2 acres of conventional 
open field production. Irrigation wa-
ter is recycled and sent back onto the 
vertical plant structures. 
The following was provided by 

Chris Michlewicz, VP of Communi-
cations for FarmBox Foods.
We manufacture three types of 

container farms that allow for seed-
to-harvest growing: one that grows 
leafy greens, one that grows mush-
rooms, and one that grows barley 
fodder (livestock feed). These boxes 
are used in 12 different industries 
and counting: education, grocery, 
restaurants, residential, hospitality, 
healthcare, agriculture, correctional 
institutions, islands, and more.
FarmBox Foods designs, builds, 

sells, and supports controlled-cli-
mate farms housed in upcycled, 
40-foot-long shipping containers. 
The crops in these insulated farms 
are protected from the external vari-
ables that traditional farmers face, 
like drought, hail, pests, heat waves, 
freezes, and flooding. The container 
farms allow people to sustainably 
grow food year-round in places 
where agriculture is not typically 
possible due to unpredictable weath-
er, a lack of arable land, climate fac-

tors, short growing seasons, or urban 
development. FarmBox Foods pro-
vides the full scope of training and 
delivers these farms wherever in the 
world they need to go. They operate 
in locations as far north as Alaska 
and Canada, and as far south as Ta-
hiti and Jamaica.
The container farms are equipped 

with hardware, software, and 
sensors, which monitor and control 
all interior climate parameters. This 
includes humidity, temperature, 
lighting and watering schedules, air 
exchange, carbon dioxide levels, pH 
level of the water, nutrient concen-
tration in the water, and more.
The farms enable operators to 

grow near the consumer, which al-
most completely eliminates supply 
chain issues and greatly reduces 
food miles. Growing near the con-
sumer also results in less food waste 
because the shelf life and nutritional 
value of harvested goods remain in-
tact, and the produce arrives on peo-
ple’s plates much quicker.
FarmBox Foods provides the 

means for people in remote areas 
to grow their own food. We got into 
this to use technology to help feed 
people in need and broaden access 
to fresh and healthy food. We live 
our company values (relationships, 
loyalty, compassion, determination, 
mentorship, and purpose) and main-
tain a relationship with each custom-
er through the life of each farm.
Further, on our tour, our guide add-

ed that they had recently grown pine 
trees starting with seeds and finishing 
with seedlings ready for planting in a 
nearby forest recovery environment. 
Costs for FarmBoxes range from 
$250,000 to $280,000 each.  

Colorado State Grange Website
Contact: Larry Corman – larry_ Corman@hotmail.com.
As some of you may have noticed, the Colorado State Grange website 

has been redesigned. I am in the process of adding brief overviews of each 
Grange (e.g. coloradogrange.org/sunflower). 
It’s a slow process which could be sped up if each subordinate grange 

could provide me with a narrative (in a Word format) for their Grange. I will 
also accept a couple of pictures, if you think that would enhance your page.
In addition, you might consider creating a Google calendar for your 

Grange. I can then link from your Grange webpage to the calendar. This 
would enable you to keep your calendar up-to-date and I would not have to 
do anything each month to add events to your Grange’s webpage. If your 
Grange has a Facebook or other social page, let me know and I can also link 
to those pages from your Grange’s website.
And, please let me know if you have any suggestions for improving the 

state’s website. I am not a professional web developer by any means — my 
goal is to add functionality to the website and make it where it’s useful for 
all of the Grangers throughout the state.
Finally, if there are any Grangers that are professional web developers, I 

would not be bashful in stepping aside and letting someone else take over. I 
am still enjoying supporting this website after 17 years or so.
Happy browsing!
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BJ Bushman, State Lecturer
303-550-7901

bushman.bj@gmail.com
8033 Sabino Lane

Castle Rock CO 80108

What makes for a successful Gala? 
Is it the Karaoke? Is it the snacks? 
Is it the games? Nope! It’s the ac-
tive participation and genuine ca-
maraderie. That is what made our 
Groovy Gala reach gang-buster 
status! Thanks to those who put on 
the purple afro wigs for our hilari-
ous game! Congrats to the winners 
of the Groovy Garments contest — 
you all looked very hip! Kudos to all 
who stepped up to the microphone 
and belted out fun songs for us to 
sing along with and enjoy! Deepest 
thanks to those who took home our 
tie-dyed table cloths and table top-
pers! We appreciate the donation! 
Alongside our peachy-keen, groovy 

fun was the opportunity to celebrate 
your accomplishments for the year. 
As always, it is so impressive to see 
the incredible programs, outreach, 
and community service being done 
by Granges across the state. Keep 
up the amazing work. Continue to 
build those alliances with like-mind-
ed groups. Cultivate awareness that 
promotes the Grange mission.
Granges awarded the Lecturer’s 

Star Awards were Aminas Valley, 
Enterprise, Maple Grove, Marvel, 
Mount Allison, and Sunflower. Dar
den Pomona was also awarded the 
same recognition. Congratulations 
again!
The Lecturer’s Contests had sev-

eral impressive entries this year. 
Thank you to everyone who submit-
ted their amazing work! 
Hobby Corner - Holiday Items:
	 1st – Cindy Greer
	 2nd – Dorothy Dannels

	 3rd – Vickie Sutton
Hobby Corner - Miscellaneous
	 1st – Renee Caldwell
	 2nd – Tamera Halbeisen
	 3rd – Paul Dannels
Workbench - Art
	 1st – Audrey Almeda
	 2nd – Audrey Almeda
	 3rd – Doug Phillips
Photography – 
America the Beautiful
	 1st – Marcia Phillips
	 2nd – Cindy Greer
Photography – 
Agriculture/Farming
	 1st – Vickie Sutton
	 2nd – Cindy Greer
Photography – 
Say It With Flowers
	 1st – Cindy Greer
	 2nd – Vickie Sutton
Photography – Bridges
	 1st – Cindy Greer
Pen In Hand
*	 These entrants read their creative 
written work at our Annual Ban-
quet:

	 Ruth Wilson Francisco
	 Cindy Greer
Once again, thank you for your 

active participation in each of these 
events from the Groovy Gala to Star 
Awards to One Book to Written 
Works to Contest Entries. What a 
pleasure to witness the talent and 
dedication within the Colorado 
Grange! 
As we celebrate these successes, 

please be thinking to the future and 
how you can be a positive influence 
in your community — continuing to 
be *Grange Strong.*

Colorado Granger OPTIONS form 
 

 How would you prefer to receive the Colorado Granger?  Paper, Email or not at all? 

Please complete to form below and either mail it or email it to the Colorado State Grange only if you have 

not responded before or if you would like to make a change. 

________I(We) prefer to receive an emailed copy. 

________I(We) prefer to receive a paper copy. 

________I(We) do not want to receive Colorado Granger. 

Your personal information (we want to be sure that we have your correct information) 

Grange________________________________________________________#__________ 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to Colorado State Grange, 7629 County Road 100, Hesperus, CO. 81326 or email 

the information to costategrange@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It was another successful year for 
the Family Activities Department 
at the State Grange Conference. 
Our numbers were down but even 
though we were small in number, 
we are mighty! The needlework and 
baking events had some amazing 
entries! 
The bake sale brought in $25 

which will go toward prize money. 
Thank you to all who donated by 
buying items following the judging. 
A tray of baked goods was assem-
bled for the Friday night gala. 

The 10 Granges participating in 
the Family Activities Baking and 
Needlework events were; 
Marvel 15
Golden Gate 13
Florissant 11
Mt. Allison 11
Enterprise 6
Maple Grove 5
Lewis 4
El Paso 2
Florida 2
Green Valley 1

The following were the winners:
Butter Cakes, Frosted
1st – Dorothy Dannels, Enterprise 
#25

 Altered Cake Mix
1st – Idella Lewis, Maple Grove
Yeast Bread or 7 Rolls
1st – Idella Lewis, Maple Grove
Sweet Rolls, (7) Made With Yeast
1st – Cindy Greer, Marvel
2nd – Idella Lewis, Maple Grove
Bar Cookies
1st – Dorothy Dannels, Enterprise
2nd – Idella Lewis, Maple Grove

Cookies
1st – Cindy Greer, Marvel
Junior Baking – Cookies
1st – Sofia Dannels, Enterprise
Junior Cakes
1st – Alicia Hernandez,
	 Golden Gate
Quick Bread
1st – Trish Corman, Mt. Allison
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
3rd – Dorothy Dannels, Enterprise
Other Candy
1st – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
Canned Foods
1st – Trish Corman, Mt. Allison
Jams, Jellies, or Syrup
1st – Carol Lackey, Enterprise
2nd – Pamela Campbell, Enterprise
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
Juices
1st – Vicki Sutton Gallegos,
	 Mt. Allison
Salsas Tomatoes, Relishes
1st – Trish Corman, Mt. Allison
Pickles
1st – Trish Corman, Mt. Allison
Dried Foods, Leathers, Jerky
1st – Trish Corman, Mt. Allison
Stuffed Toy
1st – Tamara Halbeisen,
	 Maple Grove
2nd – Loeda Westphal, El Paso
3rd – Ruth Wilson Francisco, Lewis
National Quilt Block
1st – Karen Baxter, Mt. Allison
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
Quilt Of Valor Quilt Block
1st – Karen Baxter, Mt. Allison
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate

Quilt Block Of Your Choice
1st – Karen Baxter, Mt. Allison
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
Miscellaneous Fabric Or Yarn
1st – Renee Caldwell, Florissant
2nd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
3rd – Marcia Phillips, Florissant
NEEDLEWORK
Crochet Or Knit Afghan, Any Size
1st – Pauline Ford, Florida
Crochet Or Knit Sweater, Any Size
1st – Karen Currrier, Florissant
Crochet, Miscellaneous
1st – Renee Caldwell, Florissant
2nd – Pauline Ford, Florida
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
Hand Embroidery, 
Cross Stitch Or Counted
1st – Marcia Phillips, Florissant
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
Machine Embroidery
1st – Harry Greer, Marvel
2nd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
3rd – Ruth Wilson Francisco, Lewis
Decorator Pillow
1st – Cindy Greer, Marvel
2nd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate
3rd – Becky Riley, Green Valley
Machine Quilted, Any Size
1st – Marcia Zahrung, Florissant
2nd – Marcia Phillips, Florissant
3rd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
Hand Quilted, Any Size
1st – Debbie Koontz, Enterprise
Quilted Table Runner
1st – Cindy Greer, Marvel
2nd – Karen Currier, Florissant
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate.
Wall Hanging
1st – Karen Currier, Florissant
2nd – Cindy Greer, Marvel
3rd – Alyn Hansen, Golden Gate 

Resolutions Passed At Colorado State Session 2025
shall be applicable.

Mature Custodial Funds
Grant Resolution

RESOLVED, that the Colorado 
State Grange Executive Commit-
tee establish and administer a grant 
program utilizing these mature cus-
todial funds to provide financial as-
sistance to active Granges for capital 
improvements and encourage those 
Granges receiving Grant funds to re-
pay to the best of their ability funds 
received. 

the Executive Committee of the State 
Grange having jurisdiction over 
the selling Subordinate or Pomona 
Grange, the state Grange is entitled 
to retain twenty (20%) annually of 
the earned income as a custodial ac-
count fee for administering the said 
account.

In the event that the selling Sub-
ordinate or Pomona Grange sur-
renders its charter or otherwise 
becomes inactive, the provisions 
of Section 4.12.1 of these By-Laws 

Religious Literature in Schools
RESOLVED; that the Colorado 

State Grange support all religious 
literature being allowed for in all 
public schools.

Amending of National Grange 
Digest Regarding Interest Earned

on Custodial Accounts
RESOLVED, that the National 

Grange Digest Article XI 4.11.1 (I) 
be amended to read:

Use of the funds held in a custo-
dial account must be approved by 

ed for development.
Dues Increase

RESOLVED, the Colorado State 
Grange institute a dues increase of 
$10 to be paid by all fraternal and 
affiliate members of the Colorado 
State Grange making total dues paid 
by members to $48, and Therefore 
Be It
RESOLVED, dues for Gold Sheaf 

members will remain as stated in 
the By-Laws of the Colorado State 
Grange.

The following resolutions were 
passed at the Colorado State Grange 
convention in Castle Rock in early 
October. We have included only the 
resolved portions of the resolutions. 
If you were not in attendance at the 
convention and want a copy of the 
whole resolution you can email the 
state office at costategrange@gmail 
.com. Delegates considered nine res-
olutions.

Public Lands
RESOLVED, that National 

Grange opposes sale or transfer of 
public federal lands for budget pur-
poses. 

One year pause in
wolf translocation 

RESOLVED, that Colorado State 
Grange support a one year pause 
in wolf translocation into Colorado 
and the Grange joins the 27 organi-
zations in that support. 

Land Development
RESOLVED, that local Grang-

es and the State Grange voice their 
concern to the proper authorities 
when they see transgression on wa-
ter or land being considered for de-
velopment that obviously is not suit-

Raffle Winners
The Raffle drawing was held 

on Saturday, October 4. Gwen-
na Reinhardt of Ignacio won the 
quilt and the Wardle’s won the 
table runner. The Raffle raised 
around $800 this year. We will 
be looking for donations for the 
raffle in 2026. Please let us know 
if you have something you would 
like to donate to raffle.

Deadline for the
January-

February 2026
Issue Is

December 15, 2025
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Hello Grangers! As we wrapped 
up our Grange year of 2024-2025, 
five “combined reports” — covering 
Lecturer Stars, Community Service, 
and Membership — were submitted 
for State session, with one addition-
al Community Service and two ad-
ditional Lecturer reports submitted 
as stand-alone reports. There were 
a lot of good and worthy programs 
and activities described in the re-
ports submitted, that certainly merit 
recognition for community service. 
Our first-place winning Grange was 
Mt. Allison, second-place was Mar-
vel, and third-place was Enterprise. 
Congratulations and Good Work!
This year was the first year that 

National Grange is not conducting 
a State-based Community Service 
contest. This means our Colora-
do State Grange contest no longer 
needs to meet standards required by 
National for submission form con-
tents or format. Consequently, your 
Grange can complete the Lecturer 
section of the combined report to tell 
the stories of your programs through 
the year, based on in which category 
you think those programs fit best un-
der the respective colored Star. 
Completing the short form for 

submitting a simple list of programs 
in the Community Service report is 
very much appreciated, as it helps 
with learning your thoughts as to 
what kinds of programs your mem-
bers see as important for service to 
your communities. Grange informa-
tion is completed on the first page 
of the Lecturer report, so telling the 
story of a program under one of the 
Lecturer stars, possibly with an addi-
tional notation of the program name 
under the Red Community Service 
Star will serve the same purpose.
I will email out a Combined Re-

ports Form to key members of each 
active subordinate Grange, revised 
for 2026, which will include instruc-
tions to help with submitting the 
information with the focus on com-
pleting the Lecturer Star section. As 
always, the reason for combining 
the reports into one file is to support 
the individual Granges, so you un-
derstand that each of your programs 
only need to be reported on one time. 
Telling us the stories of these pro-

grams in the Lecturer Star section, 

and listing the program names under 
Community Service (whether un-
der the Community Service form or 
under the Red Community Service 
Lecturer Star) will hopefully make 
this even easier going forward. 
It appears that many of the active 

Granges within the state of Colorado 
are conducting community service 
programs and events. It also appears 
that most of you do not want to re-
port on these programs at the State 
Grange level, regardless of the op-
portunities for recognition, including 
the possibility of monetary awards. 
I am considering holding an inter-

active Zoom meeting within the next 
couple of months to provide a means 
for conversation, questions, and help 
with completing the Combined Re-
ports Form, with hope that it will 
help more of your Granges to decide 
to give it a try. We really want to be 
able to have what everyone is doing 
to provide service in their commu-
nities shared with other Colorado 
Granges. 
Everyone is having some really 

great ideas and also finding creative 
and effective ways to implement 
these ideas. Growing that aspect of 
what Grange is and what it can mean 
to a community can only help make 
things better for our neighbors. 
If you haven’t gotten an email 

from me in the past with the new 
forms and want to get them, please 
let me know. Email me at mit-
tan42@msn.com or call/text me at 
720-413-4106. I am also available 
to answer questions or help with the 
forms in any way I can.
National Grange IS doing some-

thing very interesting now, although it 
is not connected to reporting on Com-
munity Service activities at the state 
level. The National Grange Commu-
nity Service committee would like 
you all to do simple, one-report-per-
program reports for your Community 
Service programs and submit them 
directly to them, throughout the year. 
Here is the link to the reporting form 
they have created for this: https://
www.nationalgrange.org/communi-
ty-service-programs/ Find the but-
ton to “Share Your Project Story” in 
about the middle of the page. 
I hope you all have Happy Holi-

days throughout this winter season!

Amy Peterson State Chaplain 
970-749-9374 

amyloupeterson@gmail.com
“For God so loved the world that 

He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
NIV. Probably the very first verse we 
learned as a child. This showed the 
everlasting love God has for us even 
today. With the ever changing world 
we live in, it is so comforting to re-
member what we learned as a child. 
God is with us at all times. 
“And we know and rely on the love 

God has for us, God is love, whoever 
lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them.” (1 John 4: 16) NIV. Let us live 
in the love God has given us. Even 
in the times that the evil one arises in 
our lives remember what Matthew 5 
:44 tells us, “... I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who per-
secute you.” NIV. I know it is not 
easy to pray for these people, but that 
is what God wants us to do because 
of the love He gave us through the 

life of Jesus Christ His Son. 
So, “Be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) NIV. 
Remember God loves us and we need 
to love everyone even those who may 
seem unlovable. Reach out today and 
love someone with God’s love.
COLORADO STATE GRANGE 

MEMORIALS
Memorial donations to honor 

members and past members who 
have passed away should be made 
payable to CSG Leadership/Schol-
arship and mailed to the State 
Grange office, 7629 County Road 
100, Hesperus, CO 81326. Memori-
al donations are listed in the Book 
of Memories and included in the 
Memorial Service at the State con-
vention. 
We have received donations in 

memory of the following:
Art Davis         Golden Gate Grange

PICK Annual Meeting
10/2/25 Minutes

Cindy reviewed the report and bud
get that were included in the delegates 
packets. No entries were received. 
Gary Wardle moved we keep the 
same officers. Seconded and carried. 
It was suggested that we develop 

a written process for partnering with 
pick when writing grants.
Meeting adjourned.
Cindy Greer, Secretary/Treasurer

The silent auction had 32 items 
available, We had eight buyers and 
brought in $240. The breakfasts 
were served by PICK and had $67 in 
expenses and $364 in income, leav-
ing a profit of $297.
Officers for the coming two years 

are as follows: President – Lisa Mit-
tan, Vice President – Trish Corman, 
Secretary Treasurer – Cindy Greer, 
Board members: Karen Baxter, Ruth 
Wilson Francisco, and Gary Wardle.

Shelly Griffin State Chaplain 
P.O. Box 232, Lewis, CO 81327 

colorado.state.chaplain@gmail.com

Membership/
Publicity

Elizabeth Hiner, State Director 
970-403-4592 

elizabeth.natlgrange@gmail.com

Junior, Youth 
And Young Adult

Kathy Wardle, Director
720-354-1196

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
artklw@aol.com

Junior Grange Winners
Colorado State Grange

Convention 2025
Holiday Decorations
Ages 5-9
	 First: Sierra Phelps
	 Second: Henry Greer
	 Third: Ruger Phelps
	 Third: Elaina Simons
Ages 10-14
	 First: Emmett Greer
	 Second: Brianna Greer
	 Third: Flynn Simons
	 Third: Jacob Greer
Miscellaneous
Ages 5-9
	 First: Henry Greer
	 Second: Elayna Simons
	 Third: Elayna Simons
Ages 10-14
	 First: Zion Simons
	 Second: Jeremiah Shields

	 Third: Jeremiah Shields
	 Third: Jeremiah Shields
Nature Craft
Ages 5-9
	 First: Henry Greer
	 Second: Sierra Phelps
	 Third: Ruger Phelps
Special Gift
Ages 5-9
	 First: Elayna Simons
	 Second: Henry Greer
	 Third: Brayden Luna
Ages 10-14
	 First: Flynn Simons
	 Second: Flynn Simons
	 Third: Brianna Greer
Work Of Art
Ages 5-9
	 First: Sierra Phelps
	 Second: Elayna Simons
	 Third: Elayna Simons

The Colorado Granger Available Online
If for some reason you don’t receive a paper copy or you prefer to read 

the paper online, you can obtain a copy at Colorado State Grange (colorado 
grange.org). This is the State Grange website, scroll down on the left hand side 
to the Granger (newspaper) and click on it, which will take you to the papers 
which are categorized by year.

I am happy to announce that I 
have moved back to Colorado. The 
move back was the desire to be close 
to my great-grandchildren and be 
able to be a part of their lives and 
not just the grandma in pictures. And 
to be honest I missed the snow; do 
not get me wrong, Hawaii is beauti-

ful, just not my idea of paradise, The 
added bonus for me is that I am back 
in the Grange fold again. 
I am excited to take on the posi-

tions of Membership and Publicity 
Director. This article is geared to 
membership as you will get articles 
on what transpired at the State 

Grange Convention from the other 
contributors. 
I see the position as membership 

director as working with and in co-
operation with the state subordinate 
Granges to help increase member-
ship numbers by partnering with 
other organizations. An example is 
Mt, Allison Grange, and Pine River 
Shares. They work together on food 
security and sustainability. 
To achieve this, I will need all the 

help and support you can give me so 
that we can grow our Granges into 
the future. Below is what I need and 
what I would like to see happen. 
First, I would like to get the cur-

rent membership number for each of 
the Granges. You can send the infor-
mation to the email above as I am 
waiting on the updated roster to send 
out email.
Second, I would like to see each 

Grange use the webpage that each 
Grange has on the State Grange 
website or link one you already have 
to it. Check out the ones that are al-
ready up for ideas.
Third, I would like each Grange 

to have a Google calendar of events 
on their page that we can link into 
one calendar on the state site; Larry 
Corman will be posting instructions 
on how to do this on the state site. If 
you do not find it, let me know as I 
have a copy of the instructions. 
I am also going to work on a new 

membership application that will be 
less generic than the one we have 
online now — it is an application 
put out by the National Grange. I am 
looking for any suggestions on what 
to take out and what to leave in, so 
let me know. I will be sending it out 
for your feedback before the end of 
the year. 
Lastly, if you have an individual

ized brochure for your Grange, 
please forward it to me. I would 
like to see how you advertise your 
Grange to your community, 
In closing let me say, again, that I 

am excited to be back and working 
for the Grange again. I hope I can 
work with each Grange throughout 
the coming year. I value your wis-
dom, knowledge, and hopefully cre-
ating new friendships. 
“Today’s mighty oak is merely 

yesterday’s little nut that managed to 
hold its ground.” Author Unknown.

Mandy
Project

Cindy Greer,
Coordinator
970-588-3386

hcrdgreer@frontier.net

The hustle and bustle of the Holi
day Season is upon us. With all the 
turmoil in the world, there is still so 
much to be thankful for. Gratitude is 
sometimes hard to come by, but if 
we slow down enough to be grateful, 
even if just for a moment, our world 
is brightened.
I am grateful for many things, 

and I try to share that gratitude with 
those I meet along my life path. I 
challenge each of you to do one 
nice thing each day for someone 
you encounter in your travels. This 
could be as simple as a smile, a pat 
on the back, or a kind word. These 
acts of kindness don’t cost anything 
and will brighten someone’s day 
more than you realize. Pretty soon 
it becomes habit, and the world is 
better for it. “And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through 
Him.” Colossians 3:17 NIV
As we go about our busy days, 

let’s not forget there are some who 
can no longer get out to go to holi-
day functions or even Grange meet-
ings. A phone call or visit to let 
them know that they are thought of 
and valued would mean the world 
to them. If technology allows, live 
stream a meeting or event they can 
watch and participate in. 
Christmas is a time to celebrate 

the birth of Christ. Many times, we 
get caught up in the activities of the 
holiday and forget what the true 
meaning of the season is. Be sure to 
take some time to reflect and honor 
the gift God gave us with the birth 
of Jesus Christ. Where would we be 
without Him in our lives?
I wish you all a meaningful Hol-

iday Season, filled with love and 
gratitude for the blessings in your 
life. “For everything God created is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected if 
it is received with thanksgiving, be-
cause it is consecrated by the word 
of God and prayer” 1Timothy 4:4-5.

We have received an unusual 
grant application, but in the end deaf 
children and young adults will ben-
efit. The SoulFil Music Foundation 
is a 501c3 organization based in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, that has been de-
signed to produce musical programs 
and initiatives that provide spiritual 
nourishment to people of all cul-
tures, faiths, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. They will offer con-
certs in California, Colorado, Flori-
da, Idaho, Texas, Utah, and Virginia, 
throughout December 2025. 
A parent in Rexburg, Idaho, 

where the concert has been schedul
ed Dec. 15, has contacted SoulFill 
Music to request an American Sign 
Language interpretation of the event 
for her 11-year-old daughter, who is 
Deaf. Because this is the first such 
language and accessibility request 
that SoulFill Music has received, 
its board is working with the exec-
utive director of Deaf Intervention 
Services — an American-Sign-Lan-
guage-interpretation agency based 
in Laramie, Wyoming — to be fi-
nancially and logistically prepared 
to meet such needs within its pro-
gramming and events in and beyond 
2026. The cost of hiring an interpret-
er will cost close to $4,000. 
Both the Mandy project commit-

tee and PICK have considered this 
application and have decided to 
award them $1,770. PICK will pro-
vide $500 and the Mandy Project 
will provide $1,270.
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Some Highlights From Colorado State Session 2025...

Installation of re-elected State Grange President Gary Wardle.

Cindy Greer sharing Writing entry at Final Banquet.

Grangers playing Bingo.

Stick Horse Riders

70-year Member Award presented to Loeda Westphal 
by State Master Gary Wardle.

Camden Brown, FFA speaker

Larry Corman presiding at the Alumni Breakfast. Bee program

Amy Peterson conducting the Memorial Service. BJ Bushman presenting Lecturer Awards.
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Maple Grove
Contact Idella Lewis, idellam 

lewis@gmail.com, 303-233-3393, 
for further information.
Maple Grove Grange held a food 

drive in October and November. 
A collection area was available for 
donations provided by members and 
renters of our building. Donations 
will help local food banks. 
Delegates from Maple Grove 

Grange attending the Colorado State 
Grange Convention were J Kelly 
and John Cruz. A report was given 
at the October meeting on activi-
ties held. Maple Grove received an 
award for completing the Lecturer 
Star Event which included Educa-
tion, Community, Cooperation, En-
tertainment, Membership Growth 
and Media/Publicity. 
Marlys Halbeisen has been work-

ing hard to get our insurance costs 
down and has been successful. 

Idella Lewis

Pleasant Park
Contact Yvonne Ludwig, Mas-

ter, for information, at 303-838-
4805, 22551 Pleasant Park Road, 
Conifer, CO 80433.

November 15 — Regular meet-
ing 10 a.m. followed with Thanks-
giving Dinner at 12:30 p.m.

December 13 — Regular meet-
ing 10 a.m. with Potluck and Gift 
Exchange.

January 10, 2026 — Regular 
meeting 10 a.m. followed with 
Potluck.
Jon Kullmann, Tom Hunter, and 

Yvonne Ludwig attended the State 
Grange Convention. It was an en-
lightening and fun four days. 
Tom filled in on the Executive 

Committee and took the fifth and 
sixth degrees. Jon was elected as 
the State Steward for the next two 
years and was honored to receive a 
quilt of valor. Yvonne was re-elected 
as Ceres for the next two years and 
received the Colorado State Grange 
Granger of the Year 2025 award.
The bicycle Rest Stop was suc-

cessful this season. It will be closed 
for the winter and open in the spring 
when weather allows. Once again, a 
special thank you to the committee 
and volunteers who keep the coolers 
filled and the area clean. 
Due to many conflicts, the annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on 
November 15 instead of November 
8 from 12:30-2:30 p.m. The dinner 
is provided by members of Pleasant 
Park Grange and everyone is invited 
to attend. Please RSVP to make sure 
there is enough food for everyone. 

303-838-4805 or yjludwig@msn.
com.
A generous neighbor donated an 

antique hay baler for yard art in the 
yard. It is quite a conversation piece.
We look forward to a successful 

year ahead with all the knowledge 
and encouragement gained at the 
convention.
We continue to look for new 

members and ways to educate lo-
cals of the advantages to become a 
member. 
Everyone is welcome to attend 

our meetings the second Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m.

Yvonne Ludwig

Golden Gate 
Contact Terri Costeldia, terri 

costeldia@hotmail.com, 970-640-
7185, for further information.

November 13, Thursday, 2:30 
p.m. — Grange Meeting.

November 17 thru December 1 
— Kids’ Holiday Gift Drive.

December 2, Tuesday — Deliv-
ery of Gift to Jeffco Commission-
ers.

December 6, Saturday, 10 a.m.-
Noon — Wreath Making.

TBD by Zoom — Grange Meet-
ing.

December 12, Friday — Peak to 
Peak Chorale.

January 8, 2026, Thursday — 
Grange Meeting.

Yoga — Wednesdays, from 3-4 
p.m.

AA — Every Tuesday, from 7 
p.m. 
The Golden Gate Auxiliary’s An-

nual Pig Roast and Auctions were a 
great success! Great food and a wide 
variety of items in the paddle and si-
lent auctions. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who worked tirelessly for 
several months to make this annual 
event a much-loved Canyon tradi-
tion plus raising funds for the Fire 
Fighters/First Responders equip-
ment so necessary for keeping them 
and the community safe.
Golden Gate Grange Holiday 

Craft Fair presented art, crafts, and 
food by local artisans. If you missed 
it this year, be sure to watch the 
2026 calendar for a chance to find 
a unique gift for a special friend or 
loved one. Thanks to Deb Curlee 
and Thirza for organizing and run-
ning the Holiday Craft Fair,
In late November we will hold 

our annual Gift Drive for Jefferson 
County children in need. Your gen
erosity in previous years has been 
greatly appreciated. We will be pick
ing up tags from the Jeffco County 
Commissioners’ Gift Tree on No
vember 17. Unwrapped gifts should 
be turned in by December 1. We will 
be sending out a notice in Novem-
ber asking for volunteers to donate 

Antique hay baler in front of the Pleasant Park Grange Hall.

to this worthy cause. Watch for an 
email with more information. In 
previous years our Grange members 
have been very receptive and gener-
ous, making a needy child’s Holiday 
Season brighter! We know you will 
amaze us with your participation 
again this year! 
On December 6 from 10 a.m. 

to Noon we will once again hold a 
Wreath Making session. We will 
provide native greens for making 
the wreaths. Bring your own wire 
wreath frame or purchase one at the 
event. Please send us a note if you 
would like to reserve a wreath frame. 
(see numbers below). We will have 
ribbon for bows and other decora-
tions to add to your wreath or swag. 
This event is free for Grange mem-
bers and $5 for non-Grangers. If you 
would like to help gather greens or 
have evergreens other than ponder-
osa pines that could use a haircut, 
contact Jayne Ruesch 303-949-6083 
or Terri Costeldia 720-640-7185.
Peak to Peak Chorale will present 

a free evening of music on Friday, 
December 12, at 7 p.m. This Decem-
ber’s program is titled “Searching 
for the Light: A Journey of Hope.”
Yoga is held on Wednesdays from 

3-4 p.m. If you haven’t been to a 
class before Instructors Judy and 
Susan will provide a class that will 
offer alternatives for all levels.
Website: www.GoldenGateGrange 

.com/Facebook: Golden Gate Can-
yon Community.
Grange phone: 303-273-9516. 

Jayne Ruesch

IN MEMORIAM
Arthur Davis

October 2, 1938 – August 9, 2025
Arthur “Art” Davis of Golden, 

Colorado, left this life to join his 
loving wife on August 9, 2025. He 
lived a long and full life of 86 years, 
and died surrounded by friends and 
family. His wife Roberta had recent-
ly passed away and for that reason, 
his family believes he died of a bro-
ken heart. 
He was born in Colorado on 

October 2, 1938, to Vida and Fred 
Davis. He was raised in Englewood 
with his two sisters, Leitha and Vir-
ginia. He married the love of his life, 
Roberta, on September 9, 1960. To-
gether, they raised 5 children; Randy 
(Karen) Davis, Rick (Kathy) Davis, 
Bob, Roy (Darla) Davis, and Chris-
ty (Kurt) Marrs. His family was his 
proudest accomplishment.

Arthur Davis

He was graced with an entrepre-
neurial spirit and could sell any-
thing to anyone, sometimes without 
them even knowing. He fostered 
several successful businesses with 
his family, including Art’s Saddle 
Repair and Davis Tent and Awning 
at which he worked with his wife, 
his sons Roy and Rick, his daugh-
ter-in-law Kathy, and his grandson 
Christopher. He was a collector of 
everything antique and maintained 
a large collection of various leather 
working tools, sewing implements, 
western memorabilia, and most es-
pecially cars. 
He had a special affinity for Chev-

rolets and his favorite car was his 
’48 Fleetline, which was “all origi-
nal” down to the paint, just like him. 
He and Roberta were lifelong mem-
bers of several vintage car clubs, in-
cluding the Vintage Chevrolet Club 
of America. 
He was also a true sportsman and 

belonged to countless wildlife con-
servation, sporting, and hunting as-
sociations. He was a member of the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, 
the National Rifle Association, Big-
horn Sheep Society, the Blue Valley 
Sportsman Club, and many more. He 
and Roberta were long time members 
of the Golden Gate Grange. 
He was preceded in death by his 

wife Roberta, his Daughter-in-Law 
Kathy, his Son-in-Law Kurt, and his 
beloved mule, Red. He is survived 
by sister Virginia, his 5 children, 12 
grandchildren, and 10 great-grand-
children.

Mt. Allison
Contact Larry Corman, larry_

corman@hotmail.com, 970-749-
8438, for more information.
Upcoming Events
(all at the Grange Hall):
•	 November 8 — Craft Fair, 9 

a.m. until 2 p.m.
•	 November 29 — Christmas Ba-

zaar, 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
•	 December 6 — Free Commu-

nity Christmas Breakfast and 
Food Drive, 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
State Session and Exhibit Day 

have kept us busy for the past month 
or so. There were a lot of entries 
to get ready along with baking and 
canning. Many of our members 
(along with our Juniors) got ribbons 
for several of their entries. State Ses-
sion was excellent, entertaining, and 
educational. Pizza and bingo, learn-
ing about bees, along with some 
resolution discussion — what more 
can a Granger ask for. We were also 
blessed to receive first place at state 
for our community service report. 
Thank you to all of the Mt. Allison 
Grangers that did so much commu-
nity service in earning this presti-
gious award.
We had a work day in September 

to continue our work on the commu-
nity Grow Dome interior. We laid 
down some hardware cloth along 
with gravel to keep critters from 
digging into the interior of the grow 
dome. We still need to figure out 
funding for building or purchasing 
the raised beds. We’re taking baby 
steps but looking forward to future 
harvesting for the community.
In September, Brent and Charlie 

Foster and myself visited Ignacio 
Elementary School along with Hope 
Community Christian Academy to 
distribute dictionaries to all of the 
third graders. In total, we gave out 
64 dictionaries to the kids as part of 
the Words for Thirds program. An 
interesting sidenote . . . one of the 
teachers mentioned that she still had 
her dictionary from when she was a 
3rd grader.
The hall continues to be used by 

various groups. We are hosting a 
couple of fairs/bazaars in Novem-
ber and then we’ll have our annual 
community Christmas breakfast. It’s 
hard to believe that the holiday sea-
son is fast approaching.
Enjoy the rest of the fall season. 

It might be short-lived with snow 
already falling in the high country.

Larry Corman

Marvel
Contact Cindy Greer, 970-749-

8108 or hcrdgreer@gmail.com for 
further information.

October 25 — Luau, 6 p.m.
November 7 — Cancelled — 

Business Meeting. 

November 29 — Community 
Breakfast.

December 5 — Marvel Grange 
Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m.

December 7 — Community 
Christmas Program at the Marvel 
Methodist Church, 3 p.m.

December 19 or 20 — Soup 
Supper and Special Program.

December 31 — New Year’s Eve 
Party.

Distributing dictionaries through Words for Thirds program.

Working on the interior of the Mt. Allison Grow Dome.
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In September we hosted a meet-
ing with Shawn Smith, La Plata 
County Sheriff, and Marsha Nor-
ton-Porter County commissioner, to 
learn about the sales tax ballot issue 
for La Plata County. We had 19 pres-
ent and served finger foods since the 
event was at 6 p.m.
We had our regular business 

meeting on October 10 due to can-
celling the Oct. 3 meeting due to 
state session. We had a harvest host 
guest on October 12 and the hall was 
rented to a local family. The Pioneer 
4-H had a pumpkin carving night on 
Oct. 28 and Oct. 13 for a business 
meeting. Vista De Oro homeowners 
association met at the hall on Oct. 
18 and a funeral dinner for the Lucy 
Greer family was held in September.
Our annual Luau was October 25. 

We served a traditional luau meal 
and the Sleeping Ukes band and sev-
eral dancers entertained. More infor-
mation next issue. November was a 
quiet month for us due to several (7) 
going on the Cruise for the National 
convention. 
November had five Saturdays so 

we did have a breakfast on Novem-
ber 29.
Thanks to Roger Ayers and Dave 

Mathias for crawling on the roof and 
screwing down some of the loose 
tin.

Marvel Junior and
Youth Grange #37

November 24 — tentative date 
for next meeting at 10:30 a.m.
We finally met in October on 

the 6th. We made alcohol ink orna-
ments, played games, and received 
awards from the Pomona Exhibit 
Day and State Grange Session. We 
talked about different projects we 
would like to do in the coming year. 
We have 4 juniors and 2 youth par-
ticipating most of the time.

Cindy Greer

La Plata County Commissioner 
Marsha Norton-Porter presenting.

Sunflower
Contact Cherry Ellis, 303-581-

7672, cherryellis5@yahoo.com, 
P.O. Box 221, Sedalia CO 80135, 
for further information. 

October TBD — Pumpkin 
Weigh-in at Bud’s Bar, Billy Moore, 
“First Friday after the First Frost.”

October 31 — Trunk or Treat, 
Sedalia Elementary School, 2-3 
p.m., Sandi Hier and Diana Bates, 
Dennis Ellis.

November 8 — Grange Meet-
ing, 3-5 p.m. at the Firehouse in 
Sedalia. Spaghetti Potluck.

November — Audubon Bird 
Count sign-up. Contact Wayne 
Eads, weads1954@gmail.com for 
information. http://www.audubon 
.org/conservation/join-christmas- 
bird-count.

November 11 — Veterans Day.
November 8-16 — National 

Grange Convention Cruise. http:// 
www.nationalgrange.org/2025-nat 
ional-grange-convention.

November TBD — Local Histo-
ry Book Club.

December 6 — Progressive Po-
mona Potluck and Meeting, 11:30 
a.m.

December 6 — Winterfest, Den-
nis Ellis and BMan’s, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

December 30 — Audubon Bird 
Count, Wayne Eads. http://www. 
audubon.org/conservation/join- 

Brenda and Wayne Eads’ and Amana Orange tomato. Diana Bates presenting Bruce Hier Historian Award.

Danelle Klausen helped kids with veggie collage posters. Sunflower kids hard at work on poster contest.
christmas-bird-count.
Sedalia Elementary is a “Green 

Ribbon School,” a federal award 
given for sustainability. Kim Ran
kin, Sedalia’s Sustainability teacher, 
invited the Grange and public for a 
tour to showcase the many improve-
ments made in Sedalia’s gardens and 
the ways they are used for hands-on 
learning. Students in 4th, 5th, and 6th 
grades manage the gardens and deal 
with issues that all farmers face, but 
their farm needed improvements. 
With grants Kim obtained from 

Home Depot and landscaping busi-
nesses and volunteer labor, the de
crepit raised beds have been replaced 
with new ones that have a new water-
ing system so they are actually useful 
as gardens. Waterwise plants, peren-
nials, and fruit trees chosen for our 
arid climate, and attractive brickwork 
around the school beds replaced the 
hodge-podge of previous plantings. 
Fencing and housing for the chicken 
flock was replaced or repaired. 
The school already sells eggs and 

plans to sell herbs and produce next 
year. Congratulations to Kim and the 
students for their well-planned beau-
tiful new outdoor classroom! See 
more about Green Ribbon Schools 
at the US Department of Education 
website (https://www.ed.gov/sites/
ed/files/programs/green-ribbon-
schools/factsheet.pdf )
September 13, Sunflower Grange’s 

Tomato Tasting at the Firehouse from 
1 to 6 p.m. was the event funded by 
Sunflower’s Rural Life Initiative 
Grant from the National Grange. To-
mato Tastings are a natural outgrowth 
of our heirloom tomato plant sale in 
May, so we have hosted many Tast-
ings over the years; they were usually 
very brief, small events with few-
er than 10 in attendance. The Grant 
pushed us to think bigger! 
For the 2025 enhanced Tasting, 

we changed location, advertised 
more locally, expanded the time, 
added live music, offered more adult 
contests and cash prizes, had food 
from our gardens and a cake from 
Sedalia bakery, had a children’s 
poster contest at the event, and had 
about 20 tomato varieties for tasting, 
weighing and admiring. 
The Firehouse had both indoor 

and outdoor space, so when rain 
threatened, the band moved indoors, 
where we still had room for all the 
people and events. From 1 to 3 p.m., 
The Mountain Ranch Band, parents 
Jeff and Kara Ayres with children 
Jamie, Jeff, Ellie, Evan, and An-
drew provided nice listening music; 
a muted veggie-themed FarmBox 
video from Chris Michelwicz was 
projected behind the band. 
During the afternoon, 30-35 at-

tendees grazed on Margaret and 
Bill’s 64th wedding anniversary cake 
and cupcakes donated by Sedalia 

Bakery, homemade zucchini bites, 
pesto, salsa and chips, chard crostata, 
and pear crisp. Contestants brought 
their garden-themed poems, photos, 
and paintings for the contests. 
The band played and we sang 

“America the Beautiful” and 
“Amazing Grace.” At 3 p.m., Dan
elle Klaasen helped six young ones 
draw, color, and make veggie collag-
es for posters. She did a great job in 
a small space with budding artists. 
Outside, the Tasting got underway. 
People sampled the 20 varieties of 
tomatoes, talked gardening, voted 
on all the contests, toured Sedalia’s 
Museum and Gardens next door and 
the Ayres’ band bus. 
At 5 p.m. after eating our fill of 

tomatoes, awards for all the contests 
were announced and prizes given. 
Tomato Contest: the HEAVIEST, 
Wayne Eads’ Amana Orange heir-
loom at 1 lb. 4.2 oz; PRETTIEST, 
Diana Bates’ Jaune Flamme “Yellow 

Flame” French heirloom; TASTIEST, 
SuJeanne Foster’s Mulatka, Ukra-
nian heirloom; and UGLIEST, Dick 
and Cherry Ellis’ environmental-
ly-stressed cat-faced black heirloom. 
Rob Northway from Garden 

Home Grange’s virtual entry, a Ce-
lebrity tomato, weighed in at 1 lb. 
Next year, Rob. For garden-themed 
Best Poem (Wayne Eads); Best Pho-
to (Kara Ayres); Best Painting (Pat-
ty McDonough). Children’s Poster 
Contest winners were Pre-K Rayne 
Klaasen, K-3 Harvey Ellis, and 4-6 
Andrew Ayres. Winners claimed 
$116 in prize money; unclaimed 
winnings went to the food bank at 
Help and Hope ($115).
After the awards announcement, 

everyone helped clean up, and we 
were out the door by 5:30 p.m. Peo-
ple who attended liked the relaxed 
afternoon, the music, all the food for 
snacking, the contests, so we will in-
clude the event in 2026. Thank you, 

Rural Life Initiative Committee, for 
the challenge!
Thanks to the work done for 

the Tasting, Sunflower gained five 
new members in September: Indi-
vidual Members Karin Bates, Bill 
and Sharon McFarlane, and Kayla 
Shew, and Associate Member Chris 
Michlewicz for FarmBox Foods 
(who authored the “Ode to Basil.”) 
Thank you and welcome!
Bruce Hier was named Sedalia 

Historian for 2025 for “Preserva-
tion of Local History.” The Local 
History Book Club was formed to 
learn the history of Sedalia through 
oral histories and writings by or 
about local people and places. When 
Bruce joined, history came alive. 
His family has been in Sedalia for 
five generations, and he knows lo-
cal history, knows the houses in 
town and their histories, knows the 
county and the wells from his role at 
Hier drilling. In addition to history 
readings, Bruce brings people to the 
Book Club to add to their stories — 
Billy Moore, George Melvin, Bobby 
(Campbell) Elder and others. What a 
gift to our community!
This year’s Grange State Session /

Convention took place at Castle Rock 
at Douglas County Fairgrounds. State 
Lecturer BJ Bushman from Sunflower 
organized activities and meals. Diana 
Bates, Dick and Cherry Ellis attend-
ed the Pizza and Bingo Night at the 
Meadows Grange. On behalf of Sun-
flower, Diana provided the prizes for 
Bingo, including one of her beautiful 
bluebird houses. 
On Saturday, FarmBox, our new 

Associate Member, gave a tour of 
their mushroom and basil growing 
containers to a large, very interest-
ed group. That evening Diana, Dick 
and Cherry attended the Banquet at 
Kirk Hall and visited with friends 
from Granges around the state and 
made some new friends. 
Sunflower submitted Star reports 

and was awarded a Colorado State 
Grange Star Awards 2025 certificate 
for Education/Issues, Community, 
Cooperation, Entertainment, Mem-
bership/Growth, Community, and 
Media/Publicity. Thank you, Diana! 
Congratulations to Pleasant Park’s 
Yvonne Ludwig, Granger of the Year! 

Cherry Ellis

Mount Lookout
Contact Abby Fox, abbyjfox@

gmail.com for further information.
November 9 — Community 

Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
November 20 — Adult Craft 

Night, 6 p.m.
November 25 — Monthly Meet-

ing, 5:30 p.m.
December 14 — Community 

Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
December 18 — Adult Craft 

Night, 6 p.m.
December 30 — Monthly Meet-

ing, 5:30 p.m.
In September we held our 9th An-

nual Pig Roast fundraiser. Everyone 
enjoyed a absolutely delicious meal, 
cooked, smoked, baked, and stirred 
with love by our community! Sev-
eral local farmers donated produce 
for coleslaw, local breweries and 
cideries donated drinks, and baker 
extraordinaire, Carol, baked her fa-
mous whoopie pies. 
Though the weather did not co-

operate initially, everyone savored 
a meal inside before heading out to 
enjoy the music of The Blue Moon 
Ramblers as the rain subsided. 
Known as the long-time house band 
of the Diamond Belle Saloon at the 
Strater Hotel in Durango, CO, they 
brought soul, history, and harmonies 
that made our hearts sing. Please en-
joy the photos, taken by local pho-
tographer, Jen Magnuson.
As we shared in the last edition, we 

were recipients of one of this year’s 
Rural Life Initiative Grants, which 
gave us the financial support to initi-
ate and continue our Adult Craft Night 
program. Last month was particularly 
fun, because as people inked up the 

stamps they had just carved, I could 
hear their delighted “Ooohs” and 
“Ahhs” as they revealed their artwork. 
This month we are making adorable 
ghost-shaped tea light covers with 
floral embellishments. It’s wonder-
ful to see people connect, stretch 
their creativity, and enjoy some time 
using their hands at these events. 
Community dinners are a staple 

at Mt. Lookout Grange and we are 
so grateful to everyone who attends, 
volunteers, and supports. In Novem
ber our community dinner will be 
the much-loved Grange giving. 
Everyone is welcome and we look 
forward to an evening of delicious 
food, laughter, and connection. 

Abby Fox
(See Florissant on Back Page)

Pig Roast attendees enjoyed a delicious meal then enjoyed entertainment.

The Blue Moon Ramblers entertained at the Annual Pig Roast.
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Painting 1-3 p.m.
November 26 — Free Thanks-

giving Dinner, 6 p.m. 
December 6 & 7 — Christmas 

Bazaar, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
12-3 p.m. Sunday.
In September we had our normal 

events, classes and potlucks, but for 
the most part we took a breather to 
recover from August and prepare for 
October/November.
From April to August, we held 

a number of fundraising events to 
help us replace our very old furnace. 
We held soup dinners, a taco dinner, 
silent auctions, told everyone who 
visited the Grange about our quest 
and had a donation bucket out all 
the time. In August we held the final 
event and were very pleased that we 

had enough funds to get that furnace. 
We collected four bids and final-

ly voted on a local HVAC company 
to do the work. On Friday, October 
10 we expected the installation, but 
received the news that our installer 
was ill and would have to come 
in on Sunday to do the work. We 
agreed and spent a lot of time updat-
ing electric lines and installing some 
new lighting while we waited pati
ently for Sunday to arrive. It took 
him all day to install the furnace, but 
we are so pleased with the furnace 
and the job that they did. Hurray…
our hard work was all worthwhile.
Harvest Host camping has slowed 

down with the fall weather, but sur
prisingly we have had about 5 camp-
ers so far in October and 3 reservations 

for November. I am sure it will slow 
down to no campers in December.
The Florissant Grange Quilts for 

Veterans is still busy making quilts 
for Veterans. We have made several 
“Purple Heart” quilts for some local 
VFW groups in nearby communities.
At the time of writing this article, we 

have not had our Halloween Haunted 
House event yet. We will be putting 
the Haunted House together on Friday 
the 24th and the Haunted House will 
welcome all the local kiddos and par-
ents on the 25th of October. 
In November we will have our 

normal craft classes and potlucks 
and on Wednesday the 26th we will 
have our Annual Free Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Our Grangers and commu-
nity come together to provide the 

traditional Thanksgiving Dinner for 
all who come. We will also offer 
take out dinners for those who want 
to eat at home.
In December we have a Christmas 

Bazaar on the first weekend. This is an 
annual event so our community can do 
their last-minute Christmas shopping 
with wonderful, local arts, crafts and 
handmade, one-of-a-kind items.
Renee and two new Grangers, 

Karen Currier and Maria Zehrung, 
went to most of the State Grange 
Session. We brought with us many 
items to enter into the Family Ac-
tivities and Lecturers contests. Out 
of 18 or more entries we received 
10 blue ribbons, 5 red ribbons and 1 
white ribbon. We were very pleased.
	 Renee Caldwell

Florissant
Contact Renee Caldwell, 719-

748-5004, florissantgrange@gmail 
.com, for further information.
Upcoming Events: 

Every Thursday is Community 
Potluck and Music.

Every Tuesday the Florissant 
Grange Quilters meet from 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.

Business meeting is the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 6 p.m.

November 8 — Basket Class, 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.; Needle Felting 
Class, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.; Fabric 

Grangers who participated in the FarmBox Tour.

National Representative John Benedick Kathy Wardle presenting Junior Awards.

Jon Kullmann during Karaoke. Karoke DJ Carol T, BJ, and Ruth singing Karaoke.

The Horses (Idella, Shelly, Ruth, Kathy)

Karaoke — They Guys

David McCord at the Gala. Tom Campion at the final banquet.


