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Upcoming Events
Call individual Granges for more information.

May 2 	 Peak to Peak Chorale (Golden Gate Grange), 7 p.m.
May 4 	 Golden Gate Grange Community Brunch, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
May 5	 Florissant — Cinco de Mayo Taco Dinner Fundraiser,
	 4:30-7 p.m. Eat in or Take out. Hard Shell Tacos, 
	 Soft Tacos, and Tostadas. Beef or Chicken.
May 7	 Florissant — Pine Needle Basket Class 
	 at Cripple Creek Rec Center, 1-3 p.m.
May 8 	 Golden Gate — Grange Meeting, at 3 p.m.
May 8	 Enterprise Grange #25 — Meeting, 6-8 p.m.
May 10	 Florissant — Craft Classes, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
May 10 	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m. 
	 followed with Potluck.
May 10 	 Sunflower — Grange/BMan’s Plant Sale and 
	 Small Business Get Together, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
May 15	 Sunflower — Local History Book Club reading
	 Men of Sedalia, BMan’s, 1 p.m. – Bruce Hier.
	 This month, Bill Mueller.
May 16	 Florissant — “Paint with Me” from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
	 Bring a lunch.
May 19	 Marvel Junior Grange, TBD.
May 24	 Florissant — Spring Craft Show and 
	 Flea Market, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
May 26	 Mt. Allison Memorial Day Potluck, Noonish
May 30	 Marvel Grange — Fairgrounds Masterplan 
	 Presentation and Potluck, 6:30 p.m.
May 31	 Marvel Grange Community Breakfast, 8-10 a.m.
June & July — No Enterprise Grange #25 Meeting will be held. 
June 1	 Great Plains Leadership Conference Registration Due.
June 6	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
	 Program: June Spriggs.
June 7 	 Progressive Pomona Meeting, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
	 Windcrest Retirement Center, 3237 Summer Wind Lane,
	 Highlands Ranch, CO 80219. 
	 Contact Judy Harrison at gsjjharrison@comcast.net.
June 7	 Sunflower — Sideways Seven — Billy Moore’s Birthday
	 at Bud’s Bar — Bruce Hier.
June 12	 Golden Gate — Grange Meering, 3 p.m.
June 14	 Florissant — Craft Classes, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
June 14	 Mt. Allison — Tara Treasure Trail Yard Sale
	 and Hamburger Sale.
June 14	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m.
	 followed with Potluck.
June 14	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1-3 p.m., Firehouse.
	 Charlie Dunham on Hacking and Cybersecurity.
	 Contact Diana Bates, dianahornerbates@gmail.com.
June 14	 Sunflower — Sidesways Seven, BMan’s, 6:30 p.m.
	 Bruce Hier.
June 19	 Sunflower — Local History Book Club reading
	 Men of Sedalia, BMan’s, 1 p.m. The Nelson Family.
June 20-21	 Great Plains Regional Leadership Conference.
June 20	 Florissant — Dessert Night Fundraiser, 5-8 p.m.
	 Bake a Pie for the pie auction and bid on your favorite 
	 pie, or just come enjoy dessert and visit with friends.
June 30	 End of Second Quarter.
July 4	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting cancelled.
	 Happy Fourth of July.
July 10	 Golden Gate — Grange Meeting, 3 p.m.
July 12	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m. 
	 followed by Pomona Picnic. 
July 12	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1 p.m.
	 Firehouse in Sedalia.
July 19	 Sunflower — Sidesways Seven, BMan’s, 6:30 p.m.
	 Bruce Hier.
July 31	 Second Quarter Reports Due.
August 1	 Golden Gate Grange Rummage Sale, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
	 and August 2 – 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
August 9	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1-3 p.m. at the Firehouse.
August 14	 Enterprise Grange #25 — Meeting, 6-8 p.m.
August 16	 Sunflower — Sideways Seven, BMan’s, Bruce Hier.
Sept. 3	 Outstanding Granger Nominations Due.
Sept. 3 	 Quilt of Valor Recipient Nominations Due.
Weekly Happenings:
Marvel Grange – Line Dancing on Monday, 9-10 a.m.
Marvel Grange – Clogging on Wednesday, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Florissant – Business Meeting the 2nd Monday of the month at 6 p.m.
Florissant – Every Tuesday Grange Quilters, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Florissant – Gift Shop is Open Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday weekly.
Florissant – Every Thursday is Community Potluck and Music.
Golden Gate Grange – AA – Every Tuesday, from 7 p.m. 
Golden Gate Grange – Yoga – Wednesdays, from 3-4 p.m. 

See Registration Form on the back page of this Granger.

— SAVE THE DATE —— SAVE THE DATE —
Colorado State GrangeColorado State Grange

ConventionConvention
October 2-4, 2025October 2-4, 2025

Douglas County FairgroundsDouglas County Fairgrounds
Castle Rock, ColoradoCastle Rock, Colorado

Grange President Gary Wardle, 
Legislative Director Mike Lack-
ey, and Ag Director David McCord 
represented Colorado State Grange 
and hosted the Grange booth at the 

2025 Ag Day At The Capitol

Mike Lackey and Gary Wardle at 
Ag Day at the Capitol. Governor Polis at Ag Day.

annual Ag Day at the state Capitol, 
March 18, during National Agricul-
ture Week. Grange literature and 
information about our organization 
was shared with attendees.

The event was sponsored by the 
Colorado Agriculture Council and 
in addition to the Grange, a dozen 
Colorado Agriculture Council mem-
ber organizations helped celebrate 
the day representating eggs, dairy, 
wheat, pork, beef, potatoes, sugar 

The Time Is Now For The
Silent Majority To Speak Up

Op-Ed by Christine E. Hamp,
President of the National Grange

In every city council chamber, 
statehouse, and congressional hear-
ing room, decisions are being made 
that shape the future of our families, 
communities, and country. Yet far 
too often, those decisions are influ-
enced by the loudest voices – not 
necessarily the wisest or most repre-
sentative ones.

For too long, the so-called “si-
lent majority” – hardworking, civ-
ic-minded Americans – have taken 
a back seat in the advocacy process. 
We have trusted that “common sense” 
would prevail, that our leaders would 
act in our collective best interest, and 
that simply voting every couple of 
years would be enough.

It isn’t.
Democracy demands more than 

silence. It requires active participa-
tion. It thrives when everyday peo-
ple – including farmers, teachers, 
small business owners, healthcare 
workers, construction workers and 
skilled laborers, students, and retir-
ees – make their voices heard. It’s 
time for the silent majority to stop 
assuming someone else will speak 
for them and start showing up, 
standing up, and speaking out.

As President of the National 
Grange, I see firsthand how deeply 
our members care about their com-
munities. We believe in strong val-
ues, in service to others, in tradition, 
and in progress. But I also see that

(Continued on Page 2)
National Grange President

Christine E. Hamp

beets, livestock, dogs, Colorado De-
partment of Ag., CSU, Farm Bureau, 
Farmers Union, FFA, and more. 

An estimated 300 elected and ap-
pointed officials, staff, producers, and 
friends attended and Governor Polis 
provided a welcome and proclama-
tion. Governor Polis presented a joint 
House and Senate resolution support-
ing Colorado’s Agriculture. State Sen-
ators and Representatives and their 
staff participated. Lunch was shared.

The annual celebration helps to 
educate the elected and the public 
about our ag products and produc-
ers and to bridge the urban-rural gap 
that so challenges agriculture. The 
approved wolf initiative of five years 
ago, and the fortunately defeated 
2024 state-wide initiative to ban big 
cat hunting, and the the two Denver 
initiatives to ban furs and to ban 
slaughterhouses are examples. This 
year’s activities of the Ag Council 
demonstrate its growing return from 
decline during the pandemic and its 
recent limited involvement. 
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I hope all the Grangers are ready for summer. This is 
a great time for Granges to support your communities. 

This summer the Colorado State Grange will be host-
ing the Great Plains Regional Conference. The confer-
ence will be held in Canon City at the Quality Inn. The 
information on hotel and reservations for the conference 
is in the paper. I hope some of you can attend. This is a 
great time to meet Grangers from other states.

I am still planning the State Grange Convention. It 
will be held October 2, 3, and 4 in Castle Rock at the 
Douglas County Fair Grounds. I will have motel infor-

mation for the next Granger.
If you have suggestions for speakers or events please send them to me, 

garwardle@gmail.com. Last year there was a resolution to have names sub-
mitted to the Executive committee for persons to honor with Quilts of Valor. 
Please consider veterans or active service persons to honor and send them to 
the State Grange Office. A nomination form is in the Granger. 

There are many Grangers deserving to be honored as the Granger of the 
Year. Please submit these Grangers to be honored at the State Convention.

I enjoy reading all the articles in the Granger. Thank You to all the Grang-
es for what you are doing to make your communities great places to live.

IN ESSENTIALS UNITY, IN NON-ESSENTIALS LIBERTY,
IN ALL THINGS CHARITY

Granger Deadline And Guidelines
June 15, 2025, is the deadline for 

articles for the July-August 2025 
edition of The Colorado Granger. 
You can send them to the State 
Grange Office, 7629 County Road 
100, Hesperus, CO 81326 or email 
costategrange@gmail.com.

We would appreciate your follow-
ing these guidelines when writing an 
article.
•	 Name of Grange
•	 Contact person (with phone num-

ber)
•	 Upcoming dates

•	 Brief summary of what has been 
happening at your Grange — DO 
NOT SEND MINUTES

•	 Community Service Projects
•	 In Memoriam (Grangers who 

have passed away)
•	 Thinking of You
•	 (Grangers who are sick and shut 

in — include address if they 
would enjoy cards)

•	 Hats Off (Grangers to be recog-
nized)

•	 You’re Invited (activities open to 
nonmembers and visiting Grangers)

June 1 — Registration forms 
for Great Plains Conference due.

June 30 — End of Second 
Quarter.

July 31 — 2nd Quarter Reports 
due.

October 2-4 — State Grange 
Convention, Douglas County 
Fairgrounds

Spring has sprung and those who 
suffer with allergies are suffering! 
We are hopeful that some Colo-
rado Grangers will join us at the 
Great Plains Regional Leadership 
Conference in Canon City. It is a 
great opportunity to meet Grang-
ers from Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, 
and other states; learn new things, 
and share.

I was recently reminded that 

membership years is an important 
aspect of retaining members. We 
need to recognize these milestones 
for our members. Sometimes it is a 
surprise as to how long one has been 
a member. Loeda Westphal from El 
Paso Grange and a past state officer 
is receiving her 70-year seal!!! Con-
gratulations Loeda on 70 years of 
Grange membership. 

Secretaries can order certificates 
for 25-year membership and 50-
year membership. These certificates 
come in a folder usually and they 
do cost $12 plus postage from the 
National Grange. There is paper-
work that needs to be completed, 
if you need it you can find it on the 
National Grange website or contact 
the state office. Membership seals 

for 30, 35, 40, 45, 55, 60, 65, 70 can 
also be ordered through the Nation-
al Grange. I do have some of these 
seals available at the office and I can 
mail them to you also. The cost for 
these seals is $5 each. 

The National Grange is changing 
their database of membership. Some 
of our Subordinate Secretaries have 
helped with the Blue Tahiti Data-
base, just be aware that a change is 
taking place and the new database 
will allow individual members to 
make changes to their profiles and 
have access to other options. The 
new database is called GrowthZone. 
They will communicate with indi-
vidual members via email, so if you 
have not shared a member’s email 
with us yet and you have it, please 
share. I am completely aware that 
some members will not share their 
email address or simply do not have 
an email address or do not use email, 
and that’s o.k. Sometimes the world 
does not understand that concept but 
I do.

Thank you Secretaries for all you 
do to keep your Grange membership 
current.

Visit the Colorado Grange website
at www.coloradogrange.org

Colorado State Grange Website
Larry Corman takes care of the web page for the State Grange. He is requesting that 

Officers and Directors contact him with updates for their departments.
He would like to link the web page of each Grange to the State Grange site. Please 

contact him to have this done so Grange members and others can easily access your 
page for information.
Larry Corman: larry_corman@hotmail.com or 970-749-8438.

Master’s Message
Gary Wardle, State Master

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
303-349-7390 • Email: cograngepresident@gmail.com

Junior, Youth 
And Young Adult

Kathy Wardle, Director
720-354-1196

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
artklw@aol.com

It is approximately 16 weeks before 
your Junior Grangers need to turn in 
their creations for awards at the Colo-
rado State Grange Convention. 

Please note there is a state public 
speaking contest; videos should be 
sent to the state Grange office or to me 
by August 15. Participants may also 
present their speech at the state final 
banquet on Saturday night. There is 
also a state sign-a-song contest. Vid-
eos may be submitted or, preferably, 
the participant may present their 
sign-a-song at the final banquet.

Juniors like to enter the Photo 
and Craft contests at the state lev-
el. All entries need to be turned in 
at the state convention on Thursday. 
In photo, please submit prints only. 
There are three age groups and three 
categories. The age groups are: Un-
der 5, 5-9, and 10-14. The categories 
are Scenes, Animals, and People.

The same age groups apply to 
the Craft contests and there are five 
categories. The categories are Holi-
day Decoration, Work of Art (made 
with paint, pencil, markers, crayons, 
charcoal, pastels, etc.), Nature Craft 
(any item made from natural mate-
rials like rocks, seeds, pinecones, 
vegetables, etc.), Miscellaneous, 
and Special Gift.

Please identify each entry with the 
JG’s name, age, Grange and number, 
and category.

There is also a creative writing 
contest that is both a national and 
state. National email PDF copy 
should be sent to juniors@national 
grange.org by September 1, 2025. 
There are three age categories: 5-7, 
8-10, 11-14. The same age catego-
ries will be at the state level and the 
entry is due Thursday of state ses-
sion. The topic is Water. 

(Continued from Page 1)
many feel disconnected from the 
legislative process – disillusioned, 
frustrated, or simply overwhelmed. 
The truth is that advocacy isn’t just 
for professionals or partisans. It’s for 
all of us.

You don’t need a lobbyist’s cre-
dentials to walk into your legislator’s 
office. You only need your voice. A 
personal letter, a well-placed phone 
call, a presence at a town hall meet-
ing or community function – these 
are powerful tools that too few use. 
And in their absence, the vacuum is 
filled by those with more narrow, 
sometimes self-serving agendas.

We must remember that silence 
can be interpreted as acceptance. 
When small, independent pharma-
cies close due to unjust reimburse-
ment systems, when broadband once 

again skips our back roads, when 
healthcare becomes harder to access 
and education less equitable – our 
silence can cost us dearly. But our 
engagement can turn the tide.

The Grange has always stood for 
active citizenship. We were found-
ed on the idea that when neighbors 
and communities work together, we 
don’t just react to change – we lead 
it. Today, that spirit is more essential 
than ever.

To the silent majority: you are not 
invisible. Your values, your experi-
ence, and your insight are needed in 
every conversation about the future 
of this nation. Let’s turn silence into 
action – at the local, state, and na-
tional level. Democracy doesn’t just 
belong to the loud. It belongs to the 
engaged.

Let’s act today.

The Time Is Now For The
Silent Majority To Speak Up

The following relate to agricul-
ture: Colorado’s wolf fiasco, initia-
tive 35 to stop wolf imports, federal 
delisting of wolves, lawsuits against 
agriculture based on claim that gly-
phosate (Round-Up etc.) presents 
a health hazard, wildlife highway 
over- and under-pass funding, and a 
possible change to TABOR.

Wolves. According to state wild-
life officials, four wolves from Ore-
gon and British Columbia have died, 
two from gunshot wounds and two 
who wandered into Wyoming where 
one was killed for killing sheep, 
and another died but no informa-
tion shared as of April 14. Program 
costs so far indicate an approximate 
cost per introduced wolf at about 
$700,000 each.

Initiative 35 to cease import of 
wolves. The “Smart Wolf Policy,” 
to end wolf introduction by Decem-
ber 31, 2026, appears to be failing, 
sponsors gained approval of lan-
guage for petition signature gather-
ing mid-April but petitions are not 
out. There were NO petitioners at 
the well-attended sportsmen’s show 
at the Aurora Gaylord Center the 
weekend of April 11-13 where likely 

signers were present. The initiative 
would be on the 2026 fall election 
ballot. 

The Colorado Wildlife Conserva
tion Project members urged that that 
the Smart Wolf Policy group with-
draw due to several failures — I 
initially supported the initiative and 
would have submitted a resolution 
for consideration at our Grange an-
nual session but have backed away 
due to the program’s inadequacies. 
To place this initiative on the ballot 
could cost $2 million and require 
130,000 valid signatures. Seven 
western Colorado County Commis-
sioners representing strong ranch-
ing counties have signed a similar 
request. 

H.R. 130, Trust the Science Act, 
to delist wolves from the endanger
ed species list. Colorado House Rep
resentatives Boebert, Crank, Evans, 
and Hurd released a statement crit-
ical of CPW importing Canadian 
wolves as to “questions about the 
legality of this dysfunctional and 
chaotic approach.” They call on the 
Trump Administration to stop fur-
ther importation of “these foreign 
predators.” 

Full page ads have recently ap-
peared in U.S. newspapers bearing 
this title: “Relentless Litigation 
Threatens Future of American Ag-
riculture” all based on trial lawyers 
who often exploit a gap in regula
tions to override expertise and reg-
ulations, they assert that a claim 
by a World Health Organization 
subagency questions the safety of 
weed-killing glyphosate. A lack in 
adequate product labeling is allow-
ing legal and anti-ag challenges to 
the weed-killer use. The lawyers 
make a killing and farmers suffer. 
Legislation is needed to support the 
science, add labeling, and quiet the 
legal processes. 

HB25-1303, to prevent Motor 
Vehicle Collisions, provides a fee 
collected via vehicle insurance to 
fund highway infrastructure to pro-
tect vulnerable road users includ-
ing wildlife (fund wildlife highway 
crossings and related). Our Grange 
supports wildlife crossings. 

To challenge TABOR deficiencies. 
HJR25-1023 passed House Finance 
Committee. Does TABOR violate 
the U.S. and Colorado Constitutions 
by taking away the legislature’s abil-
ity to govern responsibly and meet 
the needs of the people? Stay tuned. 
No other state has adopted compara-
ble tax law.
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BJ Bushman, State Lecturer
303-550-7901

bushman.bj@gmail.com
8033 Sabino Lane

Castle Rock CO 80108
During the month of April many 

organizations celebrated Earth Day 
by having activities to encourage ev-
eryone to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 
There are many ways to encourage 
everyone to find ways to help the 
environment and our world. Many 
things can be made to look unique 
with just a little thought and effort. 

The Family Activities events 
include things to be made in the 
“Other”category. Old jeans have 
many possibilities, such as made 
into aprons or purses. Jeans and jean 
jackets or even denim shirts can also 
be decorated to make them look 
more fashionable. You could end up 
with a designer original! 

Everyone has been using their 
own bags at the stores now. There 
are many ways to make a plain bag a 
little bit more interesting and unique. 
Think of how to make a bag special 
and it could be a great gift idea! 

We hope to some of your creative 
ideas in October at the next State 
Session! Good luck!

Make Plans Now To Attend The Colorado 
State Grange Convention At Douglas

County Fairgrounds, October 2-4, 2025.

Amy Peterson State Chaplain 
970-749-9374 

amyloupeterson@gmail.com
“Come to Me, all you who labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” (Matthew 11:28 NKJV). 
When the hard times come, remem-
ber what Jesus is saying to you. He 
is always with you no matter what 
the circumstances. I know it is very 
easy to fall into depression, and if 
depression does raise its ugly head, 
then turn to God’s word for help. 
According to Google depression is 
“a common mental health condition 
characterized by persistent feelings 
of sadness, loss of interest, and low 
energy that significantly interfere 
with daily life.” It can come up be-
cause of a bad circumstance, or even 
just cloudy weather. It just seems to 
happen. 

God’s word has comfort for you 
in these times. God says in Isiah 
41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand. (NIV). God loves us and 
He wants us to be in a right mind 
to honor Him in our broken world. 
Pray because He wants us to have 
the joy He gave us with the Holy 
Spirit, to go out and spread the won-

derful word of Jesus Christ. 
So, if depression happens, re

member, God loves us, and He gave 
us the words of Paul in Romans 
15:13 “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spir-
it.” (NIV). Pray for His help so that 
you may say “Rejoice in the Lord 
always, I will say it again: Rejoice”. 
Philippians 4:4 (NIV). 
COLORADO STATE GRANGE 

MEMORIALS
Memorial donations to honor 

members and past members who 
have passed away should be made 
payable to CSG Leadership/Schol-
arship and mailed to the State 
Grange office, 7629 County Road 
100, Hesperus, CO 81326. Memori-
al donations are listed in the Book 
of Memories and included in the 
Memorial Service at the State con-
vention. 

We have received donations in 
memory of the following:
Bob Kuehster, Pleasant Park Grange
Susan Urban, Golden Gate Grange
Lucy Cowell, Golden Gate Grange
Gregg Kildow, Golden Gate Grange

HAPPY GRANGE MONTH
It will be exciting to see how you 

promote your Grange this month!
•	 How have you impacted your 

community?
•	 Were any members honored for 

their service?
•	 What special events were held?
•	 Did you promote your efforts via 

social media?
Grange Month Spirit Week

Grange Month Spirit Week is fast 
approaching! Hopefully you have big 
plans for service projects, promoting 
advocacy, and supporting education!
Sunday: Grange Strong Day. 

How did your Grange show its 
Grange Spirit? This is a time to show 
off your accomplishments and share 
with potential members what your 
Grange has to offer the community.
Monday: Service Spotlight Day.

Time to showcase your Grange 
and its efforts! Share your acts of 
kindness and service projects by 
promoting these efforts within your 
area. Find ways to help your com-
munity in a positive way. 
Tuesday: Talent Tuesday.

What’s your talent? What’s your 
Grange’s talent? Plan a way to share 
those talents for good. How about 
growing a talent? Mentor someone 
who would like to learn a talent from 
you!
Wednesday:
Why I Joined Wednesday.

Everyone has a unique story 
about how they became a Granger. 
Share your Grange story! Let your 
enthusiasm radiate to inspire your 
fellow Grangers, as well as potential 
members. Utilize social media to 
relay your personal Grange history. 
Create a Reel on Facebook, or other 
platforms. Make it fun!
Thursday: Grange Apparel Day.

Sport your best Grange Swag on 
this day! People notice logos. They 
are a great conversation starter! Put 
your social media to work again on 
this day! Post a pic of yourself in 

your Grange Garb!
Friday: Parade Day.

What better way to be an active 
part of your community than to strut 
your stuff down the street with fel-
low organizations, clubs, groups, 
etc. Greeting the public in this way 
is a kick! Have you done it in the 
past? Share the experience with your 
fellow Grangers to create excitement 
for the next parade opportunity. New 
to parade participation? Jump right 
in on the next event and “drum” up 
ideas to make a huge impression!
Saturday: Grange Future Day.

Boundless opportunities can be 
found as we look back over the ways 
to celebrate Grange Spirit Week. We 
would be remiss if we did not in-
clude our youth in these activities 
and events. What better way than 
to guide a young person in the joy 
of service? Invite youth organiza-
tions to partner with your Grange in 
events or activities. Grow your Jr. 
Grange within your own unit. Invite 
them to actively participate in the 
planning of some of your communi-
ty events. FFA Chapters around the 
state are winding down their school 
year. Support them in their year-end 
activities. 4-H kids are busy with 
their projects. Encourage a nearby 
Club or even plan a service project 
focused on them. Besides welcom-
ing youth, be watchful for opportu-
nities to invite new members as you 
serve in your community.

As you can see, these points of 
focus need not be isolated to sole-
ly April / Grange Month. We need 
to be open and ready to show our 
Grange Spirit, community service, 
support youth, and engage potential 
new members during any month of 
the year.

I encourage you to use your tal-
ents, your passion, and your com-
munity commitment each and every 
month.

As always let us be “Grange 
Strong!”

State Block For Quilt Of Valor 2025
Colors – Red, White and Blue 

(Can be either solids or prints.)
To Make Cut:

(c) 1 blue square 5 ½”.
(B) 8 Red 2 1/2” squares for star 

points.
(D) 4 white 4” squares for cor-

ners.
(A) 4 white Rectangles 4” x 5 ½” 

to put star points on.
To Assemble: (All seams are ¼”.)

Place one red 2 1/2” square on 
rectangle matching the corners. Sew 
corner to corner. Trim ¼” beyond 
stitching. Press. Repeat on opposite 
side of rectangle to complete one 

star point unit. Make 4.
Lay out center blue square. Add 

one star point unit to each side. Join 
into rows as shown.

Then join rows together to finish 
block.

Star Block Diagram

Celebrating the U.S. 250th An-
niversary — Contests take place 
September 2025 so that they can be 
shared with Granges throughout the 
state for 2026. Open to non-mem-
bers.

Purpose: To help Americans 
show their pride and love for our 
country during the Semiquincen-
tennial/Bisesquincentennial of the 
United States of American and Col-

orado State’s 150th.
Age divisions:
1.	Adults: 24 to 55
2.	Seniors: 56 and up
3.	Youth: 14-18, 19-23
4.	Children: 5-7, 8-10, 12-14
A.	Poetry — Theme: American 

Pride.
B.	Essay — Theme: What does 

American Mean to you? Why is 
the constitution important?

C.	Art — (could be a collage, a 
painting, a drawing , etc). En-
tries will be photographed and 
utilized to help Granges publi
cize events they hold during 
2026 in celebration of the U.S. 
250th anniversary and Colorado 
state’s 150th.
Prizes for each category will be 

as follows: First Place: $25; Sec-
ond Place: $15; Third Place: $10.
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One of the responsibilities for 
having the privilege of working with 
PICK is communication. If you use 
the PICK 501c3 number it is im-
portant and necessary to provide the 
secretary with the information about 
who you are communicating with — 
in other words who you are applying 
to for a donation or a grant. This in-
sures that if that agency or compa-
ny contacts the PICK secretary she 
can answer questions truthfully and 
with knowledge. In this day and age 
when there are tons of scammers out 
to get your money, it’s important 
that when it is a legitimate request 

that communication is maintained 
with all parties.

I’m sad to say that that has not 
been the case lately. Granges have 
asked to use the number but have 
never provided the information to 
the PICK secretary exactly what 
they have asked for or whom they 
have contacted. Funders do not like 
to be contacted over and over by the 
same group for funding for different 
things. Communication helps all 
parties involved to be informed.

The Cache La Poudre Grange re-
cently had a member pass away who 
left them something from her estate. 
Sometimes those things need to be 
tax deductible for the family left and 
sending the donation to PICK helps. 
Pick simply asks that the Grange 
receiving the funds through PICK 
complete a request form which I will 
gladly provide. We’re saddened to 
hear of their loss, but happy to help 
when needed.

Deadline for the
July-August 2025 

Issue Is
June 15, 2025.

May is better hearing month. If 
you are having any hearing issues it 
would be a good idea to have your 
hearing checked out by an audiolo-
gist. I had received an email about 
a potential Mandy project appli-
cant but so far we haven’t received 
the application. If you are aware of 
any children who have hearing loss 
please be sure to tell them about the 
Mandy project.

Did you know that Colorado is 
the only Grange that still has the 
Mandy Project. It was originally 
started by the National Grange, but 
after a few years they dropped the 
project but Colorado asked for per-
mission to continue the project and 
we opened it up to serve non-mem-
bers. We have helped 145 families 
get services and products for their 
children with hearing loss. That’s 
is something we can all brag about. 
The Mandy project has been around 
for 27 years now.

Mandy
Project

Cindy Greer,
Coordinator
970-588-3386

hcrdgreer@frontier.net

Mt. Allison
Contact Larry Corman, larry_

corman@hotmail.com, 970-749-
8438, for more information.
Upcoming Events:
•	 April – TBD – 4-H program and 

highway cleanup.
•	 May 26 (Noonish) – Memorial 

Day potluck.
•	 June 14 – Tara Treasure Trail 

Mt. Allison PC Food System Meeting.
Yard Sale and Hamburger sale.
We met in January for a planning 

meeting for 2025. Our plan is to 
have a business meeting every other 
month (odd months) and programs 
during the other months. Our goal is 
to reach out to the community more 
with a variety of programs that are 
available to the community.

Our first activity was a game 
night on February 8 along with a 
potluck. We had several attend and 
it seemed like everyone had a good 
time (both playing, visiting, and 
eating). Thanks to Sherri and Dan 
Figgs for introducing everyone to 
the game of 31.

Pencil in on your calendars the 
Memorial Day potluck (May 26) 
after the ceremony at the Allison 
cemetery. June 14 will have us doing 
another Hamburger grill along with 
participating in the TARA Treasure 
Trail yard sale. This year we will 
open the yard sale to the community 
with community members donating 
the $10 entry fee to TARA.

Enjoy what’s remaining of winter 
— we basically missed it in South-
west Colorado.

Larry Corman

Marvel
Contact Cindy Greer, 970-749-

8108 or hcrdgreer@gmail.com for 
further information.

May 19 – Junior Grange
May 30 – Fairgrounds Master

plan Presentation and Potluck 
6:30 p.m.

May 31 – Community Breakfast 
8-10 a.m.

June 6 – Business Meeting, 7:30 
p.m. Program: June Spriggs.

June 20-21 – Great Plains Re-
gional Conference.

July 4 – Business Meeting Can-

OUTSTANDING 
GRANGER
AWARD

Any initiated Colorado Grange 
member may be nominated for 
the Outstanding Granger Award. 

This award is presented at the 
Final Banquet of the State Con-
vention to the deserving person 
or persons.
•	 Nominations can be made by 

any Grange member. 
•	 The nominations should be in 

booklet form about the nom-
inee for the judges to use to 
make their decision. The book-
let should contain:

	 1. Letters of Recommendation
	 2. Information about the per-

son’s Grange activities and 
achievements.

	 3. Articles
	 4. Pictures
	 5. Other supportive material 

(involvement with organiza-
tions other than Grange)

•	 Entries are due in the State 
Grange office by September 
3. The State Master will ap-
point a committee to judge the 
entries. The winner is not an-
nounced until the banquet, and 
may be kept a surprise if the 
sponsor so wishes.

•	 An award is given to the win-
ner, as well as a special name 
badge that will denote that the 
person received this special 
honor.
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2025 Grange Revival 4.0 — Torrey, Utah
Lodging Options
Primary Gathering Spot:
Thousand Lakes RV Park, 
Campground and Cabins
1110 UT-24. Torrey UT 84775
435-425-3500 or 800-355-8995
www.thousandlakesrvpark.com
Email RV size or request for tent site or cabin to
Tammy at: reservations@thousandlakesrvpark.com

Also booking in advance:
Sandcreek RV Park and Campground
540 UT-24, Torrey UT 84775
435-425-3577
www.sandcreekrv.com
Harry (owner) – call and say you are with the Grange

Also know we are coming:
Cowboy Homestead Guest Cabins
2100 UT-12, Torrey UT 84775
435-691-4384 or 888-854-5871
www.cowboyhomesteadcabins.com

There are many, many additional campgrounds, motels, and resorts in the immediate vicinity with all types 
of cabins, rooms, yurts, glamping tents, and more!

Another option is to look into renting an RV as the Thousand Lakes RV Park, Campground and Cabins has 
more than enough RV spaces.

Board made by Roger Ayers.
celled. Happy Fourth of July.

March 15 we joined the Pioneer 
4-H Club for a baked Potato Bar din-
ner and a dessert auction. The auc-
tion raised around $3,400 which will 
be used by the 4-H club for commu-
nity service projects.

March 29 we had a breakfast with 
approximately 70 in attendance.

In April we had our visitation 
night on the 25th. The new CEO of 
the La Plata Electric company Chris 
Hansen was our guest speaker. We 
served Zucchini bread in recognition 
of National Zucchini Bread Day.

In May we catered the Basin 
CO-OP Annual Banquet at the fair-
grounds. This is one of our annual 
fundraisers. Thank you to everyone 
who helped.

We’re working on seeking grants 
to do some building repairs and up-
grades.

Cindy Greer

Marvel JG
Contact Cindy Greer, leader, 

970-588-3386 or hcrdgreer@fron-
tier.net, for further information.

We met April 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
There was no school that day for 
teacher in-service training and plan-
ning. We worked on a craft and start-
ed learning more about water and 
banking.

Cindy Greer

The Colorado 
Granger
Available

Online
If for some reason you don’t 

receive a paper copy or you pre-
fer to read the paper online, you 
can obtain a copy at Colorado 
State Grange (colorado grange.
org). This is the State Grange 
website, scroll down on the left 
hand side to the Granger (news-
paper) and click on it, which will 
take you to the papers which are 
categorized by year.

— SAVE THE DATE —
Colorado
State
Grange

Convention
October 2-4, 2025
Douglas County Fairgrounds

Castle Rock, Colorado

Florissant
Contact Renee Caldwell, 719-

748-5004, florissantgrange@gmail 
.com, for further information.
Upcoming Events: 

Every Thursday is Community 
Potluck and Music.

Every Tuesday the Florissant 
Grange Quilters meet from 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.

Business meeting is the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 6 p.m.

Gift Shop is open Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday weekly.

May 5 – Cinco De Mayo Taco 
Dinner Fundraiser. 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Eat in or Take out. Hard Shell Ta-
cos, Soft Tacos, and Tostados. Beef 
or Chicken.

May 7 – Pine Needle Basket 
Class at the Cripple Creek Rec 
Center, 1 to 3 p.m.

May 10 – Craft Classes 9 a.m.-
12 p.m.

May 16 – “Paint with me” from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring a lunch.

May 24 – Spring Craft Show 
and Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

June 14 – Craft Classes 9 a.m.-
12 p.m.

June 20 – Dessert Night Fund-
raiser 5 to 8 p.m. Bake a Pie for 
the pie auction and bid on your fa-
vorite pie, or just come enjoy des-
sert and coffee/tea/soda and visit 
with your friends and neighbors.

Paint with Me class was success-
ful again. We learned to paint aspens 
and the paintings were beautiful. 
The pine needle basket classes con-
tinue to be a hit. Newbies learn to 
make a basket with simple stitch-
es, seasoned learn new stitches and 
wrapping ideas.

Our recent plumbing issues man-
aged to mess up the auto flush on 
the urinal in the men’s bathroom, 
but our Grangers came to the rescue 
and finally got it fixed by taking out 
the “auto” part and putting back in a 
manual flush. They tried many fixes 
on the auto flush… but it just didn’t 
work. The guys are happy every-
thing is functioning again.

The Florissant Grange Quilters 
awarded two Quilts of Valor in 
March and April. We are trying to 
get to all the Veterans on our list, but 

some of them appear to be summer 
visitors so they will get their quilts 
this summer at our events. We also 
have four Purple Heart Quilts of 
Valor finished and ready to award 
in May for Memorial Day. Our quilt 
show that began the first of April and 
ended May 1 was successful. Each 
quilt got several bids and none were 
under $150. This is much less than 
they were worth, but unfortunately, 
people do not understand what goes 
into making a quilt. With nine quilts 
displayed and bids on all of them 
our Quilters now have a nice fund to 
pull from when we need batting and 
backing and long arm expenses. 

Spring has sprung and the Harvest 
Host camping has increased. We 
had three campers during April and 
have reservations for every weekend 
in May, some with more than one 
camper. I have said it before and 
want to say it again, Harvest Host 
was and is a great idea for Granges 
with property. It costs us nothing 

Paint with Me class featured As-
pens.

and brings in a nice extra amount 
of donated funds for our Grange. If 
you have property, you should try 
it. It gives us the opportunity to tell 
all our campers, from all over the 
world, all about the Grange organi-
zation. We are fortunate enough to 
also have an Historic Site to show 
them with our 1887 School House 
as our building.

In May we are going to have a 
Taco night fundraiser for Cinco De 
Mayo. We will have beef or chick-
en hard tacos, soft tacos, or tosta-
das with refried beans. All Dinners 
come with a drink and cookies for 
just $10. This will be fun.

Our first craft show and flea mar-
ket will be May 24 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. This will begin the season of 
craft shows and flea markets at our 
Grange. We usually have four craft 
shows and flea markets between 
May and September… and one more 
at Christmas. Fun, fun, fun.

	 Renee Caldwell

Florissant Grange Quilters displayed nine quilts at 
the quilt show receiving bids on each of them.

Enjoying Community Potluck at Florissant Grange.

Quilt of Valor awarded by Floris-
sant Grange Quilters.
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Contact Idella Lewis, idellam 
lewis@gmail.com, 303-233-3393, 
for further information.

July 12 — DARDEN POMONA 
PICNIC, Saturday 12-3 p.m. at 
Pleasant Park Grange in Conifer. 
Bring a covered dish to share.

Grangers have enjoyed several 
events at Granges in Darden Pomo-
na including a chili cookoff at Wheat 
Ridge Grange, spaghetti at Garden 
Home Grange, chili at Pleasant Park 
Grange, Community Service Award 
at Enterprise Grange, and a program 
on fraud, scams, and safety, present-
ed by the Wheat Ridge Police De-
partment at Maple Grove Grange. 

Darden Pomona Grangers enjoy
ed attending the annual Kentucky 
Derby Race event hosted by Enter-
prise Grange. Everyone came wear-
ing their fancy hats and were all 
decked out in their finest Kentucky 
Derby outfits. Following the dinner 
of delicious Kentucky Derby foods, 
members placed fake bets on the 
winning horses and enjoyed playing 
several games. A fun time was had 
by everyone!

The annual Darden Pomona Pic-
nic will be held July 12 in Conifer, 
hosted by Pleasant Park Grange. 
Bring a covered dish to share and 
enjoy a relaxing day in the moun-
tains with good food and hospitality!

Idella Lewis

Enterprise Grange
Contact Carol Lackey, carollac 

keyhomes@gmail.com, or 303-
521-4477, for further information.

May 3, Saturday — 3:30 to 6 
p.m., DARDEN POMONA Meet-
ing at Enterprise Grange #25. We 
will have our normal business meet-
ing between 3:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
The theme for the rest of the meet-
ing will be “The Kentucky Derby 
Grange Day.” Pre-race watch and 
games at 4 p.m., Race at 4:45 p.m., 
Potluck to follow. Wear your Derby 
Hats and outfits. A prize will be giv-
en for the best Derby Hat as voted by 
your peers. Bring Southern-inspired 
potluck to share and be prepared to 
pick the winner of the race! More 
games and prizes to be awarded!

May 8, Wednesday — 6 to 8 
p.m. Enterprise Grange #25 meet-
ing. We’ll be Spicing Up Our Next 
Meeting — Cinco de Mayo Style! 
We’ll kick off the meeting with a 
festive Cinco de Mayo-themed pot-
luck, so come dressed for the occa-
sion and bring your appetite for deli-
cious Mexican cuisine! Whether it’s 
tacos, enchiladas, rice bowls, or your 
own family favorite, bring a dish to 
share. We’ll have plenty of toppings 
available so everyone can build their 
plate just the way they like it — mild 
to spicy and everything in between! 
Need ideas on what to bring? Doro-
thy Dannels, our lecturer, is happy to 

Enterprise Grange volunteers stuffing 12,000 eggs for the annual hunt.
help with suggestions. Following the 
potluck, we’ll dive into our meeting 
agenda, which includes discussing 
potential venues to sell our teacup 
gnomes. It’s sure to be a fun and fla-
vorful evening — don’t miss it!

June and July — No Enterprise 
Grange #25 meeting will be held.

Darden Pomona Picnic — Sat-
urday, July 12, starting at noon. 
Festivities will be held at Pleasant 
Park Grange, 21932 Pleasant Park 
Road, Conifer. Bring a dish to share 
and plan to hang out for all the fes-
tivities! 

August 14, Wednesday 6-8 p.m., 
Enterprise Grange #25 meeting. 
At this meeting, we’ll be diving into 
plans for the 2024–2025 Grange 
Year — mapping out our calendar, 
electing new Enterprise officers, and 
choosing delegates for the Colorado 
State Grange. It’s an important eve-
ning, and we’re putting a fun twist 
on it with a TAILGATE-themed pot-
luck! The Grange will be firing up 
the grill and providing hot dogs and 
hamburgers. We invite you to bring 
your favorite tailgate-style sides — 
think nachos, veggie trays with dip, 
bar cookies, or any go-to game day 
treat. And the best part? No crowded 
parking lots, no mobs of fans, and 
no actual game — just great food, 
good company, and some productive 
planning. See you there!

At our March 12 meeting, we 
celebrated St. Patrick’s Day in true 
Grange style — with an Irish-themed 
potluck full of flavor and fun. A big 
thank you to Lisa Mittan for bringing 
the evening’s delicious main dish: 
traditional corned beef and cabbage 
— a crowd favorite! During the 
meeting, we made the exciting de-
cision to continue our participation 
in the Common Earth Community 
Garden located just across the street 
from the Grange Hall. We’re pleased 
to share that we’ve once again been 
assigned a raised garden bed, which 
should make planting and mainte-
nance easier and more accessible for 
everyone involved. 

Mike and Ashley Lackey have 
generously offered to lead this 
year’s garden project. They’ll keep 
us informed on progress and let us 
know when helping hands are need-
ed. We’re looking forward to anoth-
er successful growing season!

The program we held on March 
18 was open to the public and pro-
vided a valuable opportunity to learn 
about hospice care before it be-
comes a personal need. The speaker 
discussed the wide range of services 
now offered through hospice. The 
event was very well received, with 
attendees expressing appreciation 
for the clear information and com-
passionate approach. 

Gary Wiebel, a social worker with 
The Denver Hospice, led the presen-
tation. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from Springfield College 
in Massachusetts and a master’s in 
social work from the University of 
Alaska in Anchorage. Gary and his 
wife, married for 25 years, moved 
to Arvada in 2012. They have two 
daughters currently attending Ar-
vada West High School. He has been 
with The Denver Hospice for the 
past 10 years. As the region’s larg-
est, leading, and most trusted not-
for-profit provider of hospice and 

palliative care, The Denver Hospice 
benefits greatly from Gary’s exten-
sive knowledge and experience in 
the field.

March 16 turned out to be an 
Egg-straordinary Teamwork Day at 
the Grange! The Enterprise Grange 
was bustling with activity as volun
teers came together to prepare for 
our Annual Easter Egg Hunt. In just 
one fun-filled afternoon, we manag
ed to fill an incredible 12,000 plastic 
eggs with toys and candy — thanks 
to the amazing teamwork and com-
munity spirit on display. We were 
thrilled to be joined by 16 enthusias-
tic members of the 4H Club, mem-
bers of Maple Grange, generous 
agents from House2Home Real Es-
tate, and many friends and family of 
the Enterprise Grange. Their energy 
and laughter made the event as joy-
ful as the hunt itself will be.

A big thank you goes to House-
2Home Real Estate for keeping ev-
eryone fueled with delicious pizza, 
helping us power through until the 
very last egg was stuffed. It was a 
fantastic day of collaboration and 
connection — a true labor of love 
that reminds us what community is 
all about.

At our February meeting, we 
made the decision to retire our tra-
ditional High Tea event and go 
from tea time to Gnome time, a new 
fundraising adventure. So with ev-
ery ending comes a new beginning 
— and on March 24, we kicked off 
an exciting new project: turning our 
teacups and saucers into whimsical 
gnomes to sell at various fall fund-
raisers! Everyone brought creative 
supplies — some purchased, some 
found at home — and the Grange 
provided the basics: beards, noses, 
and shoes. From there, the creativity 
took off! 

Surrounded by laughter and glue 
guns, we got to work crafting our 
first batch of gnomes. We gathered 
again on April 2 for round two, and 
by then we were really hitting our 
stride. With a better sense of what 
we were doing, we created some 
truly adorable gnomes that we’re 
proud to share. We plan to continue 
meeting several times a month as 
we build up our collection. We truly 
think they will be a hit this fall!

On April 6, the Enterprise Grange 
#25, in partnership with the Wheat 
Ridge Senior Center, hosted a Cele-
bration of Life honoring one of our 
most cherished members, Muriel 
Fink. The event took place on what 
would have been her 104th birthday, 

just weeks after her passing. A vi-
brant and energetic woman, she was 
known for her unwavering spirit and 
independence — living in her own 
home right up until the end. Her 
presence was a source of inspiration 
to many within the Grange and the 
broader community. Friends, fellow 
Grangers, and community members 
gathered to share stories, laughter, 
and memories, reflecting the deep 
impact she had on all who knew her. 
It was a touching tribute to a truly 
remarkable life, lived fully and with 
great joy.

Our Community Service Night, 
held during the April 9 Enterprise 
Grange meeting, was a truly special 
occasion filled with warmth, grati
tude, and community spirit. As al-
ways, we kicked off the evening 
with a delicious potluck, bringing 
everyone together in the best way 
we know how — over shared food 
and fellowship. This year, we proud-
ly honored Mary Jo Giddings with 
the Grange’s Community Citizen’s 
Award in recognition of her five dec
ades of tireless service to the Arvada 
community. Mary Jo was presented 
with a plaque, a tulip arrangement, 
and a stipend — which she gener-
ously returned as a donation to the 
Grange, a gesture that perfectly re-
flects her selfless nature.

Mary Jo’s legacy of leadership 
and volunteerism is both vast and 
inspiring. Since 1976, she has been a 
cornerstone of the Arvada Center for 
the Arts and Humanities — volun-
teering since the very day it opened. 
Over the years, she has served in 
key roles with the North Jeffcott 
Foundation (now APEX), Arvada 
Chamber of Commerce, Seniors’ 
Resource Center, Arvada Histori-
cal Society, and the Arvada Vitality 
Alliance. Her impact extends far be-
yond Arvada, enriching nonprofits 
across the metro area. 

We were also honored to welcome 
Arvada Mayor Lauren Simpson, 
who attended the event to personal-
ly recognize Mary Jo’s outstanding 
contributions. Her presence made 
the evening even more meaningful, 
highlighting the deep appreciation 
and respect that the entire city holds 
for Mary Jo. Adding to the evening’s 
joy, the talented Jim Calm brought 
his portable piano/organ and filled 
the room with music, playing a vari-
ety of beloved songs that kept spirits 
high throughout the celebration.

It was a night of community, mu-
sic, and well-deserved recognition 
— one that reminded us all of the 

Colorado Granger OPTIONS form 
 

 How would you prefer to receive the Colorado Granger?  Paper, Email or not at all? 

Please complete to form below and either mail it or email it to the Colorado State Grange only if you have 

not responded before or if you would like to make a change. 

________I(We) prefer to receive an emailed copy. 

________I(We) prefer to receive a paper copy. 

________I(We) do not want to receive Colorado Granger. 

Your personal information (we want to be sure that we have your correct information) 

Grange________________________________________________________#__________ 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to Colorado State Grange, 7629 County Road 100, Hesperus, CO. 81326 or email 

the information to costategrange@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Gary Wiebel from The Denver 
Hospice provided great informa-
tion during the March meeting.

Cherished Enterprise Grange member Muriel Frink’s Celebration of 
Life was held on what would have been her 104th birthday on April 6.
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power of service and the lasting dif-
ference one person can make. Thank 
you, Mary Jo, for all you’ve done 
and continue to do!

Carol Lackey

Maple Grove
Contact Idella Lewis, idellam 

lewis@gmail.com, 303-233-3393, 
for further information.

Welcome to new members, Kathy 
Gallegos and Ken Salinas.

Maple Grove Grange met in 
April. There are many ways that we 
celebrate Earth Day in April with 
some of our ongoing projects to re-
duce, reuse, and recycle. Cancelled 
stamps are given to veteran’s hospi-
tals to be used in physical therapy. J 
Kelly is in charge of this collection. 
Fronts of used greeting cards are 
given to a church to be recycled into 
new cards. Mary Ann Forman is in 
charge of this project. Egg cartons 
are collected for Dennis & Peggy 
Pleim to use for the eggs laid by 
their chickens. Used eyeglasses are 
taken to Lenscrafters & given to the 
Lions Club to be remade for those 
not able to afford new glasses. Idella 
Lewis distributes them to Lenscraft-
ers. We hope that these projects are 
helping to make the world a better 
place when we reduce, reuse, and 
recycle!

A presentation was given by the 
Wheat Ridge Police Department on 
fraud, scams, and safety at the May 
meeting. The community was invit-
ed to attend as well as other Grange 
members. Everyone learned how to 
avoid being scammed and what to 
do if you are scammed. 

We will not be meeting in July 
as many are on vacation. Enjoy the 
summer!

Idella Lewis

Pleasant Park
Contact Yvonne Ludwig, Mas-

ter, for information, at 303-838-
4805, 22551 Pleasant Park Road, 
Conifer, CO 80433.

May 10 — Regular meeting 10 
a.m. followed with potluck.

June 14 — Regular meeting 10 
a.m. followed with potluck. 

July 12 — Regular meeting 10 
a.m. followed by Pomona Picnic.

The annual Chili Dinner was held 
on April 12, 2025. Thank you to all 
the Pomona Grangers who attended. 
The weather was perfect. The event 
is our way of promoting National 
Grange Month. 

The Pomona Picnic is scheduled 
for July 12, 2025. Hope you can join 
us for fun, food, games, entertain-
ment and fellowship. Bring your fa-
vorite dish to share. We will provide 
beverages and table service. 

Spring time brings many bicycle 
riders to our rest stop. Thank you in 
advance to the many members who 
make this service available to the 
community. 

The Steward and his crew are get-
ting ready to take care of all the yard 
and building maintenance. 

Everyone is welcome to attend 
our meetings the second Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m.

Yvonne Ludwig

Golden Gate 
Contact Terri Costeldia, terri 

costeldia@hotmail.com, 970-640-
7185, for further information.

May 2, Friday, 7 p.m. — Peak to 
Peak Chorale.

May 4, Sunday, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
— Community Brunch.

May 8, Thursday, 3 p.m. — 
Grange Meeting.

June 12, Thursday, 3 p.m. — 
Grange Meeting.

July 10, Thursday, 3 p.m. — 
Grange Meeting.

August 1, Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
& August 2, Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. — Rummage Sale.

Yoga — Wednesdays, from 3-4 
p.m.

AA — Every Tuesday, from 7 
p.m. 

Thanks to all the folks have con-
tributed to the AED fund. This is 
a critical piece of equipment for 
our Grange. If you would like to 
make-a-donation to the AED Fund, 
send it to Golden Gate Grange, P. O. 
Box 925, Golden, CO 80402.

The lighting in both the main hall 
and the dining area has been up-
dated with new LED fixtures and 
bulbs. Grange member Corey Stone 
coordinated the purchase of the new 
lights. Corey and Sandy Stone vol-
unteered their time and expertise in 
the installation of the lights. Thank 
you Corey and Sandy. Both rooms 
look so much better with the new 
uniform and energy saving lighting.

In March the GGFPD and the 
Ember Alliance held a workshop at 
the Golden Gate Grange with infor-
mation on the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. Experts from the 
Alliance and members of our Fire 
Department fielded the concerns of 
residents and provide guidance for 
both community wide and residen-
tial wildfire prevention. The impor-
tance of evacuation routes on both 
private and public roadways was 
also addressed. 

Eggmania has been a popular 
event for many years. Children and 
adults dyed and decorated eggs and 
this was followed by an Easter Egg 
Hunt for the kids! 

Peak to Peak Chorale will return 
to the Grange with a musical pro-
gram on May 2 at 7 p.m. Enjoy the 
vocal talents of this popular Can-
yon group which includes a Grange 
member.

The popular Community Brunch 
had to be postponed and will be held 
on Sunday, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 
Noon. A wide variety of delicious 
brunch items will be served includ-
ing pancakes, sausage, yogurt, fruit, 
baked goods, bagels and cream 
cheese, and more! We will be hon-

oring our Granger and Citizen of the 
Year and our Grangers with 25 years 
of membership!

Every year we hold a Hydration 
Event where we collect water and 
sports drinks for the Golden Gate 
Fire Protection District Volunteers. 
This is an important way we can 
support our men and women of the 
GGFPD during the most critical fire 
months of the year. The collected 
items are used both during training 
sessions and emergency situations. 
Please bring unexpired water and 
non-carbonated sports drinks from 
May 10 to May 18. They can be left 
on the covered patio. Thank you in 
advance. We are always grateful and 
humbled by your response to this 
worthy cause.

Another way to volunteer for our 
Canyon is to join us on Sunday, May 
18 at 7 a.m. for the annual Can-
yon Cleanup Day. We have been 
assigned the area from Crawford 
Gulch to just east of Galbraith Open 
Space for roadside cleanup. This en-
tails bagging debris along the road-
side — you do not have to go down 
the hillside into Tucker Gulch, but 
if you see a major problem (such as 
someone has dumped trash over the 
edge of the gulch) we will give that 
information to Jefferson County. 
They will send a crew to remove the 
debris. Wear closed toe shoes and 
bring work gloves. We will provide 
safety vests and grabbers to help 
with the pickup. Call Terri Costeldia 
(970-640-7185) for more informa-
tion or to sign up.

GOLDEN GATE GRANGE 
RUMMAGE SALE will be held 
on Friday, August 1 and Saturday, 
August 2! We would appreciate do
nation of your gently used items in
cluding clothes, vintage clothing, 
kitchenware, tools, furniture, books, 

decorations, collectibles, jewelry, 
linens, sports equipment, garden 
items. Please be sure clothes are 
clean and not damaged. NO tires, 
mattresses, televisions, computer 
equipment, sofas, pressed board fur-
niture, or other large items of furni-
ture. If you have any questions about 
donations or would like to help, call 
DeeDee Ramstetter at 303-279-6113 
(leave a message if no answer) or 
email at DKMHH1@gmail.com. 
Join us for the sale where you may 
find a bargain or maybe a treasure! 
There are always some great sur-
prises! We will provide information 
on donation drop off days and times 
closer to the sale.

Yoga is held on Wednesdays from 
3-4 p.m. If you haven’t been to a 
class before Instructors Judy and 
Susan will provide a class that will 
offer alternatives for all levels.

Website: www.GoldenGateGrange 
.com/Facebook: Golden Gate Can-
yon Community.

Grange phone: 303-273-9516. 
Jayne Ruesch

Mayor of Arvada Lauren Simpson, with Mary Jo Giddings and friend.

Mary Jo Giddings with her Com-
munity Citizen’s Award in recog-
nition of her five decades of tireless 
service to the Arvada community.

Charlie Ramstetter

IN MEMORIAM
Charles William Ramstetter

Golden Gate Canyon lost an in-
credible man with the passing of 
Charles Ramstetter. Charlie was ad-
mired and loved by all.

Charlie departed this world on 
Saturday, April 5, 2025, at the age 
of 86. Charlie was a Golden Gate 
Canyon native resident. One of 
eight children born to Bertha and 
Otto Ramstetter, he and his siblings 
were born and raised on a dairy farm 
where he was instilled with an eth-
ic of hard work that followed him 
throughout his life. Charles was a 
Vietnam Veteran serving in both the 
United States Army and Air Force. 
He had a distinguished 24-year mil-
itary career, retiring as a Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant from the Air Force. He 
returned to work for Jeffco Road and 
Bridge as a heavy equipment opera-
tor, retired again and went on to raise 
cattle and author local history books 
with his best friend and wife of 42 
years, Mary Geneva Ramstetter.

Charles is preceded in death by 
his parents Bertha and Otto; brothers 
Franklin, Gordon (Tine), and Ken-
neth (Tuff) Ramstetter; sisters Rose 
Ramstetter Horn, and Nora Ramstet
ter. He will be deeply missed by 
his wife Mary Geneva Ramstetter; 
children, Julie and Jeff Ramstetter; 
his remaining siblings Arlene Betz 
and Richard (Butch) Ramstetter; 
step-daughters Barb Bliss and Kim 
Ricards; grandchildren Michael 
Ramstetter, Gina, Mary, and Matt 
Ricards; great-grandchildren Cody 
O’Brian, and Emma Rose Ramstet-
ter, and a host of other family mem-
bers and friends.

He is gone but not forgotten. A 
Celebration of Life ceremony was 
held at the Golden Gate Grange on 
April 26, 2025. 
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Sunflower
Contact Cherry Ellis, 303-581-

7672, cherryellis5@yahoo.com, 
P.O. Box 221, Sedalia CO 80135, 
for further information. 

May 10, Saturday — Grange-
BMan’s Plant Sale/Small Business 
Get Together 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. De-
tails to follow.

May 15 — Local History Book 
Club reading Men of Sedalia, 
BMan’s 1 p.m. – Bruce Hier. This 
month, Bill Mueller.

June 7 — Progressive Pomona 
meeting 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wind-
crest Retirement Center, 3237 
Summer Wind Lane, Highlands 
Ranch, 80219. Contact Judy Har-
rison at gsjjharrison@comcast.net.

June 7 — Sideways Seven – Bil-
ly Moore’s Birthday at Bud’s Bar 
-- Bruce Hier.

June 14 — Grange meeting 1 to 
3 p.m. Firehouse Charlie Dunham 
on Hacking and Cybersecurity – 
contact Diana Bates dianahorner 
bates@gmail.com. 

June 14 — Sideways Seven –
BMan’s 6:30 p.m. — Bruce Hier. 

June 19 — Local History Book 
Club reading Men of Sedalia 
BMan’s 1 p.m. The Nelson family.

July 12 — Grange Meeting 1 
p.m. at Firehouse in Sedalia.

July 19 — Sideways Seven at 
BMan’s 6:30 p.m. — Bruce Hier.

August 9 — Grange Meeting 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Firehouse.

August TBD — Douglas Coun-
ty Fair History booth, Sandi Hier 
and Cherry Ellis.

August 16 — Sideways Seven at 
BMan’s – Bruce Hier.

September 6 — Progressive Po-
mona 12 p.m. Windcrest Retire-
ment Center, 3237 Summer Wind   
Lane, Highlands Ranch, 80219. 
Contact Judy Harrison at gsjjhar 
rison@comcast.net.

September 13 — Tomato Tast-
ing/Harvest Festival at BMan’s.

October 2,3,4 — Colorado State 
Grange Convention in Castle Rock.

October 12 — Grange Meeting 
1 to 3 p.m. at Firehouse in Sedalia. 

October TBD — Pumpkin Weigh-
in at Bud’s Bar – Billy Moore 
“First Friday after the First Frost.”

October — Trunk or Treat at 
Sedalia Elementary – Sandi Hier 
and Diana Horner-Bates.

If it’s the Third Thursday, it’s time 
for The Local History Book Club at 
BMan’s BBQ with Bruce Hier. Men 
of Sedalia, a book of oral histories 
compiled by Sedalia Museum a de-
cade ago, is the jumping off place 
for discussions that go far beyond 
the original tales. Sometimes, the 
men in the book come to a discus-
sion, as Sedalia’s Pumpkin King 
Billy Moore did in February. Billy 
expanded on his history with tales of 
his dad’s work building the Highline 
Canal that delivered water to farm-
ers around Denver and its suburbs. 
Billy’s mother and aunt were born 
in the Arvada area before Colora-
do was a state and were Territorial 
Daughters of Colorado (https://
www.territorialdaughtersofco.org/). 
Billy worked on water projects and 
dams, subdivisions, and other huge 
projects in the state, then owned a 
gravel company with his wife, the 
weighmaster. It was such a treat to 
listen to Billy’s stories about Colo-
rado’s early years. 

O’Brien’s St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade enjoyed better weather this year. 
Dennis Ellis drove and his father Bill 
waved from the Grange truck. In back 
were Dennis’ daughter Erika, with 
husband Andrew, daughter Mayeli, 
sons Eliseo and Ezekiel, Grange 
members Olivia Montroy, Augustus 
and Harvey Ellis. Billy Moore drove 
his vintage John Deere, and Fred La-
Perriere handed out American flags 
from his restored WWII Jeep while 
Kay handed out candy from the side-
lines. Everyone’s favorite ’55 Chevy 
revved for Roxann, stalled, and got 
a big push from the BMan’s folks in 
their yarn beards, armed with bubble 

guns. The wagon pulled by a beauti-
ful matched horse team was a favor-
ite. Thank you for another great pa-
rade O’Brien’s crew Arlene, Donna, 
Brittany, Bill! 

Another big thank you to Rob 
Northway and Garden Home Grange 
for inviting us to their Grange Month 
Celebration. About 25 of us enjoyed 
Rob’s delicious spaghetti and lively 
games on April 10. Garden Home’s 
hospitality is unmatchable! A special 
thank you to Sandy who provided 
the very nice prizes for winners and 
for the extra M&M’s that kept me 
from eating all my Pokeno markers! 
Besides two Sunflower Grangers, 
State Grange Master Gary Wardle 
was there, along with Mike Lack-
ey of Enterprise, Idella and Marlys 
from Maple Grove Grange (where 
they have dance lessons of every 
description). It was a great evening.

The Hier family, one of the oldest, 
most prominent and respected in our 
area, has suffered losses this year. 
Chet Hier passed away last Novem-
ber, and in February, services were 
held at Bear Canyon Cemetery fol-
lowed by a celebration of life at the 
Castle Rock Eagles’ Lodge. George 
Hier passed away March 9, and his 
celebration of life was held in Cas-
tle Pines on March 17. Hundreds of 
family members and friends paid 
their respects at both men’s services. 
The Sedalia community misses them 
both. Hiers have been involved with 
Sunflower Grange for generations. 
George’s father, Archie, was Master. 
We value the family’s participation 
and support.

At our March meeting, Jaclyn 
Monteserin, Bee Guardian, gave us 
the bee’s perspective on bee swarms. 
Her bees died this winter, perhaps 
because of fluctuating temperatures. 
To restore them, she hopes to find 
bee swarms, which occur naturally 
in spring when dandelions begin to 
bloom. If people call her when they 
see a swarm, she’ll come collect the 
bees and take them to her waiting 
hives. Jaclyn’s stories of bees had us 
entranced. Dennis Ellis recorded the 
talk on video so we can watch again 
at a later date. 

Chicken Chat was the theme for 
April’s Grange Meeting. Because of 
egg prices ($7.99+ at King Soopers 
in March), people are buying chicks 
to have their own egg producers. 
Many have never raised chickens 
before. To give them pointers, we 
asked a panel of experienced poul-
try raisers to talk: Kim Rankin the 
“Chicken Whisperer” and Sustain-

ability teacher from Sedalia Ele-
mentary; 4-H Leader Meghan Watts; 
FFA President Wesley Watts who 
has prize-winning chickens at the 
County and State Fairs; Rita Jones 
a long-time poultry raiser in Bailey; 
and Dennis Ellis who is building 
a chicken coop for his first flock. 
Wesley was kind enough to bring 
his prize-winning chicken for ev-
eryone to admire, and Kim Rankin 
brought a dozen multi-colored eggs 
produced by the Elementary’s flock 
that day. Rita, who raises chickens 
in Bailey, told of the Mama Bear 

who taught her cubs how to open the 
coop doors; she was only discovered 
when a neighbor’s security camera 
recorded a break-in. Raising chick-
ens isn’t easy.

High egg prices changed the An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt this year. For 
the past three years, Dennis Ellis’ 
employer donated 30 dozen real 
eggs for us to boil, dye and hide. We 
were grateful, and so were the par-
ents of the egg hunters. This year, 
Dennis bought plastic eggs to fill 
with goodies, so the Egg Hunt with 
BMan’s on April 19 will go forward. 
He recruited some younger egg-hid-
ers (some of us are too slow) and has 
new games and contests for all the 
egg hunters this year. BMan’s has 
special golden eggs and prizes, too. 
And Dennis did not have to figure 
out how to dye 15 dozen eggs! It’s 
great year for the 30-40 egg hunters 
in Sedalia.

Because of the recent measles 
outbreak and confusion over effec-
tiveness of vaccinations nationally, 
Diana Bates our Lecturer invited El-
lie Furuta of Douglas County Health 
Dept. to talk about Vaccinations 
April 28. We hope it will be well-at-
tended.

For this year’s Plant Sale fundrais
er on May 10, the Grange will be 
adding small businesses, other or-
ganizations (such as 4-H, Scouts), 
crafts, contests, and games. BMan’s, 
our partner for most activities, had 
been too busy catering to participate 

in past sales, but with an earlier date, 
they’ll get involved. Three or four 
volunteers are growing plants for 
the sale, so we should have a good 
variety of home-grown plants. We 
will also advertise local businesses 
and crafters who support the town. 

Finally, we’re all looking forward 
to more band nights at BMan’s and 
in October, the State Grange Con-
vention in Castle Rock. See you 
there!

Cherry Ellis

Visiting Grangers at Garden Home Spaghetti Dinner.
BMan’s folks in yarn beards armed with bubble guns 
during O’Brien’s St. Patrick’s Day parade.

Bobbie Elder and Bruce Hier at the Local History Book Club meeting at 
BMan’s BBQ in February.

Sandy explaining Pokeno at Gar-
den Home Grange on April 10.

FFA President Wesley Watts and 
prize-winning chicken Sitting Bull 
at April’s “Chicken Chat.”


