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Upcoming Events
Call individual Granges for more information.

July 10	 Garden Home — Grange Meeting, 7 p.m.
July 10	 Golden Gate — Grange Meeting, 3 p.m.
July 12	 Golden Gate — First Aid/CPR Training, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 12	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1 p.m. at Firehouse
	 in Sedalia. Speaker: Charlie Dunham of 
	 Colorado Computers on Cybersecurity.
July 12	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m. 
	 followed by Pomona Picnic. 
July 12	 Darden Pomona — Picnic, 12 noon at Pleasant Park 
	 Grange in Conifer. 
July 12	 Florissant — Basket Class and Needle Felting Class, 
	 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
July 19	 Sunflower — Sidesways Seven at BMan’s, 6:30 p.m.
	 Bruce Hier.
July 20	 Marvel Grange — Ice Cream Social, 3 p.m.
	 8097 C.R. 100, Hesperus, CO.
July 21	 Mt. Allison — Business Meeting, 4:30 p.m.
July 25-31	 Golden Gate Grange — Rummage Sale Drop Off, 
	 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 26	 Florissant — Heritage Day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 26	 Garden Home — Sandwich Hand Out sponsored by
	 Sharing & Caring Christian Center, Feed the City, and 
	 Garden Home Grange. Call Rob, 303-935-2833 for details.
July 31	 Second Quarter Reports Due.
August 1	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
August 1	 Golden Gate Grange Rummage Sale, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
August 2	 Golden Gate Grange Rummage Sale, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Aug. 6-10	 La Plata County Fair, Fair Kitchen Fundraiser.
August 7	 Garden Home — Grange Meeting, 7 p.m.
August 9	 Garden Home — Grange Clean-up Day, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
August 9	 Florissant — Paint with Me, 9-11 a.m., Baskets 12-3 p.m.
August 9	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1-3 p.m. at the Firehouse.
August 9	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m., with potluck.
August ?	 Sunflower — Douglas County Fair History Booth,
	 Sandi Hier and Cherry Ellis. (TBD)
August 11	 La Plata Pomona, Clean the Fair Kitchen, 9:30 a.m.
August 13	 Maple Grove — Annual Picnic, Marlys Halbeisen’s, 10 a.m.
August 14	 Golden Gate — Grange Meeting, 3 p.m.
August 14 	 Enterprise Grange #25 — Meeting, 6-8 p.m.
August 16	 Sunflower — Sidesways Seven at BMan’s, Bruce Hier.
August 17	 La Plata — Pomona Picnic, hosted by Mt. Allison. (TBD)
8/22-9/1 	 Colorado State Fair in Pueblo.
August 30 	 Marvel Grange — Community Breakfast, 8-10 a.m.
Sept. 1	 Granges can begin filing their 990N Postcards with the IRS.
	 Needs to be done to maintain tax-exempt status with IRS.
Sept. 3	 Nominations for Quilts of Valor, Outstanding Granger
	 Due to State office.
Sept. 3 	 Darden Pomona meets at Maple Grove, 5th Degree, 1 p.m.
Sept. 5 	 Marvel Grange — Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 	 Progressive Pomona, 12 p.m., Windcrest Retirement 
	 Center, Contact Judy Harrison at gsjjharrison@comcast.net.
Sept. 6 	 La Plata Pomona Exhibit Day at Florida Grange, 
	 exhibits accepted from 1 until 2 p.m. 
Sept. 10 	 Officers and Directors Reports for State Session Due
	 to State office.
Sept. 10 	 Enterprise Grange #25 — Meeting, 6-8 p.m.
Sept. 13	 Sunflower — Tomato Tasting/Harvest Festival at BMan’s.
Sept. 13	 Pleasant Park — Regular Meeting, 10 a.m., with potluck.
Sept. 18	 Garden Home — Grange Meeting, 7 p.m.
	 We will assemble bags to give to the homeless.
Sept. 19 	 Delegate Forms, Committee Choices Due to State office.
Sept. 19 	 Meal Reservations Due for State Session.
Sept. 20 	 Golden Gate Grange — GGFPD Auxiliary Pig Roast, 5 p.m.
Sept. 30 	 End of Third Quarter.
Sept. 30 	 Election of Officers for Pomona and Subordinate Granges,
	 Due to State office.
Oct. 2-4	 Colorado State Convention at Douglas County Fairgrounds.
Oct. 12	 Sunflower — Grange Meeting, 1-3 p.m. at the Firehouse. 
Oct. 18	 Maple Grove — Breakfast Fundraiser at the Grange. 
Oct. 31	 Third Quarter Reports Due. 
Oct. TBD	 Sunflower — Pumpkin Weigh-in at Bud’s Bar.
	 Billy Moore “First Friday after the First Frost.”
Oct. TBD	 Sunflower — Trunk or Treat at Sedalia Elementary,
	 Sandi Hier and Diana Horner-Bates.
Nov. 1 	 Bonding Information and Payment Due
	 for Subordinate and Pomona Granges.
Nov. 8-16	 National Grange Convention Cruise. 
Weekly Happenings:
Florissant – Every Tuesday Grange Quilters, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Golden Gate Grange – AA – Every Tuesday, from 7 p.m. 
Golden Gate Grange – Yoga – Wednesdays, from 3-4 p.m. 
Florissant – Every Thursday is Community Potluck and Music.
Florissant – Business Meeting the 2nd Monday of the month at 6 p.m.

OUTSTANDING 
GRANGER
AWARD

Any initiated Colorado Grange 
member may be nominated for 
the Outstanding Granger Award. 
This award is presented at the 

Final Banquet of the State Con-
vention to the deserving person 
or persons.
•	 Nominations can be made by 

any Grange member. 
•	 The nominations should be in 
booklet form about the nom-
inee for the judges to use to 
make their decision. The book-
let should contain:

	 1. Letters of Recommendation
	 2. Information about the per-
son’s Grange activities and 
achievements.

	 3. Articles
	 4. Pictures
	 5. Other supportive material 
(involvement with organiza-
tions other than Grange)

•	 Entries are due in the State 
Grange office by September 
3. The State Master will ap-
point a committee to judge the 
entries. The winner is not an-
nounced until the banquet, and 
may be kept a surprise if the 
sponsor so wishes.

•	 An award is given to the win-
ner, as well as a special name 
badge that will denote that the 
person received this special 
honor.

2025 Colorado State Grange Raffle Items

Quilt, blocks made by various in-
dividuals, pieced together and quilt-
ed by Karen Baxter. Tickets are $5 
each or 5 for $20.
The quilt is - 62” x 82”.
Table runner - 37 1/2” x 12”.

Quilt Of Valor Recipients’ Nominations
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Brothers and Sisters, I hope all are having a great 
summer. We are finishing plans for the state conven-
tion in October. At last year’s convention the delegates 
passed a resolution requesting the Executive commit-
tee look at changing the dates for the state convention 
to April. The reason for the request was that hotel ac-
commodations would be cheaper. The executive com-
mittee will be submitting a resolution to change the 
dates for the state convention to April beginning in 
2026. All Grangers should review this at your meeting 
and provide directions to your delegates. This change 

will make a short year in 2026, seven months. The offers believe we can 
make this work. Thanks for your consideration.
Colorado hosted the Great Plains Conference in Canon City on June 20 

and 21. We had 54 Grangers from Oklahoma, Texas, and Colorado in at-
tendance. Thank you to Renee Caldwell for a class on Pine Needle Basket 
Weaving. We also did tie-dying of table cloths to be used at the State con-
vention this year. The group went to the Royal Gorge on Saturday afternoon. 
We all enjoyed reconnecting with our Grange friends from the other states.
Kathy and I have been working on a National Grange Committee to plan 

events for the celebration of the Nations 250th birthday. One of the programs 
being implemented is printing vintage recipes in the National Grange publi-
cation. If you have a favorite recipe from a Grange cookbook that you would 
like to share with other Grangers, please send to Phil Vonada at pvonada@
nationalgrane.org. He will begin including recipes in July. 
Please submit a person to the executive committee to be honored with 

a Quilt of Valor at the convention. These recognitions are important to the 
people we honor.
Thanks for all your efforts to promote the Grange and be relevant in your 

community.
IN ESSENTIALS UNITY, IN NON-ESSENTIALS LIBERTY,

IN ALL THINGS CHARITY

July 31 — Second Quarter Re-
ports due.

August 22-September 1 — Col-
orado State Fair in Pueblo.

September 1 — Granges can 
begin filing their 990N Postcards 
with the IRS. This needs to be 
done so that you maintain your 
tax-exempt status with the IRS.

September 3 — Nominations 
for Quilts of Valor, Outstanding 
Granger Due to State office.

September 10 — Officers and 
Directors reports for State Session 
due to state office.

September 19 — Delegate 
Forms and committee choices due 
to State office.

September 19 — Meal reserva-
tions due for State Session.

September 30 — End of Third 
Quarter.

September 30 — Election of 
Officers for Pomona and Subor-
dinate Granges due to state office.

October 2-4 — State Session at 
Douglas County Fairgrounds.

October 31 – Third Quarter Re-
ports due.

November 8-16 — National 
Grange Convention Cruise.

November 1 — Bonding Infor-
mation and payment due for Sub-
ordinate and Pomona Granges.
Summer months often find Grang-

es not meeting on a regular basis due 
to people vacationing and Holidays. 
But Summer also means that there 
are a lot of opportunities to share the 
Grange at county and state fair.
We have been informed, that the 

Agriculture organizations displays 
will be moved to a different building 
at the state fair. They will be in the 
Colorado Building. The Colorado 
State Grange will again have a dis-
play, unmanned; but if you end up 
spending some time at the state fair, 
we hope you will take the time to try 
to find our display.
The National Grange Digest al-

lows for Granges to elect their offi-
cers for the coming year beginning 
in June and going through the First 
of September as the Grange year 
runs from September 1 thru August 
31. We encourage you to have your 
election during this time period and 
then be sure to send your list of new 
officers to the State Grange for in-
clusion in the Roster.
Each Grange that has a minimum 

of 13 members is allowed two vot-
ing delegates at the State Grange 
Convention. Those with less than 
13 members are allowed one voting 
delegate. Delegates are usually the 
Master and spouse, but if it’s impos-
sible for them to attend you can elect 
other Grange members from your 
Grange to represent your Grange as 
delegates. We do need secretaries to 
verify who your delegates and al-
ternates are utilizing the forms sent 
from this office; that way the other 
delegates know who you’ve select-
ed.
This is a full election year for the 

State Grange so we need as many 
delegates as possible. The state 
Grange elects officers for two-year 
terms. We elect the 13 officers plus 
one executive committee member.
The National Grange is changing 

the data base organization. Members 
who have e-mail addresses will be 
send an email so that they can create 
their own profile and therefore select 
what kind of communications they 
want to receive from the National 
Grange. 
Resolutions for State session need 

to be sent to the State office as soon 
as possible. Ideally if we had them 
early enough they could be sent to 
the delegates as soon as we know 
who the delegates are. Resolutions 
is the method the Grange has chosen 
to learn what the Subordinate and 
Pomona Granges want the State and 
National Grange to focus on. That’s 
what makes us a grass roots organi-
zation. So please write resolutions 
on issues and send them to the state 
for consideration after you’ve gotten 
support from your local Subordinate 
Grange.
We are looking forward to seeing 

many delegates at the state Grange 
Convention in October.

Master’s Message
Gary Wardle, State Master

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
303-349-7390 • Email: cograngepresident@gmail.com

Visit the
Colorado Grange website at
www.coloradogrange.org

— In Memoriam —
Edward Joseph Utsch
The passing of Edward Joseph 

Utsch of Golden, Colorado, leaves 
a void in the hearts of many, as 
we bid farewell to a loving soul 
who departed on June 8, 2025, at 
the age of 83. He was a long-time 
member of Genesee Grange #219. 
Upon the closing of the Genessee 
Grange he maintained his mem-
bership through the Colorado State 
Grange. Ed served as a delegate to 
State session many times and was 
Master/President of Genesee.

I begin this report with a bit of 
humor from Mikey’s Funnies, fun 
nies-owner@lists.mikeysfunnies.
com.
YOU MAY BE A FARMER IF...
~ 	An overnight, out-of-state trip for 
equipment parts is a vacation.

~	 You wear specific hats to farm 
sales, livestock auctions, custom-
er appreciation suppers, and vaca-
tions.

~	 You sometimes rinse off in the 
backyard with a garden hose be-
fore your wife lets you in the 
house.

~	 You’ve never thrown away a 
5-gallon bucket.

~	 You have used baling wire to at-
tach a license plate.

~	 You remember the fertilizer rate, 
seed population, and yields for 
10 years back, but not your kids’ 
birthdays.

~	 You drive off the road while ex-
amining your neighbor’s crops. 
(Where I grew up in SW Oregon, 
you drive off the road to look at 
something you fall off the moun-
tain. DMc)

~	 You borrow gravel from the coun-
ty road to fill potholes in your 
driveway.

~	 You have buried a dog and cried 
like a baby.

~	 You have used a tractor front-end 
loader as scaffolding for roof re-
pairs. (No, but we used a farm-
yard tree to hang and butcher a 
beef animal. DMc)

~	 When you drive your truck, ev-
erybody waves at you.

Endless Lawsuits Over
Ag Use Of Glyphosate

And Atrazine Herbicides
“Relentless Litigation Threatens 

Future of American Agriculture,” a 
full-page ad in U.S.A. Today, March 
31, 2025: signed by members of the 
Modern Ag Alliance with over 100 
member producers, ag businesses, 
many state Farm Bureaus, and ag 
non-profits (including the Grange of 
North Carolina). The problems are 
countless lawsuits over use of gly-
phosate herbicide sold as “Round-
up” and other names, and atrazine, 
another herbicide. Per EPA’s find-
ings stated in a May 21, 2025, Na-
tional Corn Growers Association 

publication, “EPA has found that 
glyphosate poses no risk to human 
health when used according to the 
label and no risks of concern for at-
razine when evaluating all dietary 
exposure sources, including drink-
ing water.” Similar studies support 
the safe use of atrazine. 
However, based on a report from 

the World Health Agency that asserts 
these herbicides may not be safe, tri-
al lawyers and the anti-ag litigation 
industry have mounted suits against 
tools farmers use to grow food and 
other ag products needed by all of 
us. The lawyers get rich while the 
farming industry suffers.

New Director For
State Land Board

The Colorado State Land Board 
manages/owns, stewards, and leases 
out 2.8 million acres and four million 
acres of mineral rights/land that earn 
money for Colorado public schools 
equating to $1.7 billion for school 
children since 2008. The public, via 
SLB agreement with Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife has access to thousands 
of SLB acres for hunting, fishing, 
and recreation upon leases with the 
CPW. 
At its June 11 meeting the Colo-

rado State Land Board appointed Dr. 
Nicole Rosmarino as its new Director 
over the objections and concerns of 
Colorado’s major agriculture produc-
er organizations, wildlife conserva-
tion groups, and the Colorado Leg-
islative Rural Caucus. She has been 
associated with The Re-wildling In-
stitute that also embraces anti-hunting 
sentiment and has proposed polices 
in contrast to science-based wildlife 
management. She will be leading the 
SLB in working group discussions 
this summer covering SLB reform. 
She founded the Southern Plains 

Land Trust that operates in Bent and 
Prowers Counties and served as the 
wildlife program director for Wild 
Earth Guardians (they supported in-
troduction of wolves). Jay Tuchton, 
is the manager for the SPLT also is 
a Commissioner on the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Commission. 
Prior to her new appointment she 
was Governor Polis’ policy advisor 
for wildlife, agriculture, and rural 
economic development.
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BJ Bushman, State Lecturer
303-550-7901

bushman.bj@gmail.com
8033 Sabino Lane

Castle Rock CO 80108

On the hot days of summer it 
is always fun to make a quick 
treat that doesn’t heating up the 
oven. 
This is a gluten free recipe which 

is also a no bake recipe. When mak-
ing something that is gluten free 
you must always check the label 
because some chocolate chips and 
crispy rice cereals may contain malt 
in the ingredients, which is not glu-
ten free.

Junior, Youth 
And Young Adult

Kathy Wardle, Director
720-354-1196

8606 Holman Circle, Arvada, CO 80005
artklw@aol.com

JUNE! June Bugs.
What’s ahead? JULY! July 4th 

– Independence Day. July Buck 
Moon. The Dog Days of Summer. 
County Fair season! Festivals. Com-
munity celebrations!
How is your Grange capitalizing 

on these seasonal times and lively 
events? The weather draws people 
out to socialize, partake in entertain-
ment, and kick back during our lon-
ger daylight hours. Get your creative 
juices flowing on ways to engage 
folks who are taking advantage of 
these sunny-seasonal experiences.
As mentioned in Philip Vona-

da’s Grange Today article “Keep It 
Simple: How Granges Can Thrive 
by Embracing Flexibility and Fresh 
Ideas,” we can create engaging and 
successful Grange events with some 
quick planning. He suggests capital-
izing on ideas that adapt to commu-
nity needs or events. Another great 
suggestion is to involve new and/or 
young members to come on board 
and bring their fresh ideas into the 
planning. By using this type of de-
velopment to quickly formulate a 
plan surrounding those unique op-
portunities, we are shaking up the 
norm. People looking for new, fun 
things to take part in will be interest-
ed and drawn into attendance. In this 
way we not only will be serving our 
communities, we will also be show-
ing our Grange purpose.
While you are out and about, be 

looking for opportunities for photo 
submissions for both the National 
Lecturer Photo Contest, as well as 
our State Lecturer Contest. The cat-
egories for both are:
• 	 Agriculture/Farming

• 	America the Beautiful
• 	 Bridges
• 	 Say it with Flowers 
How about you gardeners? Even 

with our cool and volatile spring 
weather, growth is all around us! 
Consider an entry into the Food 
Sustainability Program. Categories 
(Complete one of the following): 
1.	Share the Harvest: a. Grange 
members and friends donate excess 
crops to a local food bank, pantry, 
or deserving family; OR b. Plant 
or sponsor a community garden. 

2.	Community Produce Classes 
or Contests: a. Sponsor an agri-
cultural oriented contest for your 
community. Establish your own 
judging criteria; OR b. Sponsor a 
class on an agricultural topic. 

3.	Community Food Preservation 
Demonstration or Classes: 
a. Sponsor a food preservation 
demonstration for your commu-
nity; OR b. Present a program on 
Food Waste. According to the Na-
tional Grange, food waste is one 
of our world’s biggest issues, and 
one where we can make a huge 
difference.
Then, as always, be sure to docu-

ment the amazing work your Grange 
is doing in compliance with the Star 
Awards. Review the requirements 
soon after an event and write a quick 
summary on how your Grange ac-
complished the goals of the indi-
vidual Star Awards. Cross-reference 
events that qualify for multiple Star 
Awards. Be sure to explain how the 
event meets the qualifications for 
each award category.
Keep impacting! Continue to be 

Grange Strong!

Chocolate No Bake
Rice Krispie Cookies

Gluten free
4 C. Krispie rice cereal
1 ½ C chocolate chips
1 C peanut butter
¼ c. butter
½ C. maple syrup
1 t. vanilla
Dash of salt
Melt chocolate chips. Add peanut 

butter, butter, maple syrup, vanilla, 

salt, and Rice Krispie cereal. Stir in-
gredients together. 
Drop by spoonfuls onto greased 

cookie sheet or wax paper.
Press down with your hand to 

form into round disc shaps.
Cool about an hour until firm. 

Store in an air-tight container.
Variations; Add 1 C. marshmal-

lows OR ½ C white chocolate chips 
to mixture. Drizzle lightly with 
melted chocolate chips if you wish.

Colorado Granger OPTIONS form 
 

 How would you prefer to receive the Colorado Granger?  Paper, Email or not at all? 

Please complete to form below and either mail it or email it to the Colorado State Grange only if you have 

not responded before or if you would like to make a change. 

________I(We) prefer to receive an emailed copy. 

________I(We) prefer to receive a paper copy. 

________I(We) do not want to receive Colorado Granger. 

Your personal information (we want to be sure that we have your correct information) 

Grange________________________________________________________#__________ 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to Colorado State Grange, 7629 County Road 100, Hesperus, CO. 81326 or email 

the information to costategrange@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Youth Grange members are any 
subordinate member ages 14-20. 
Young Adults are ages 21-30. Many 
outstanding activities are available 
for these age groups through the Na-
tional Grange. A completed applica-
tion is all that is necessary to apply 
for these opportunities. A summary 
of the youth and young adult ac-
tivities are listed in the Colorado 
State Grange Program Handbook 
and can be found on the Colora-
do State Grange Website: colorado 
grange.org. A complete explanation 
and applications can be found at the 
National Grange Website: national 
grange.org. These activities can be 
life changing and you are strongly 
encouraged to seek them out.
Junior Grangers, ages 5-14, that 

are junior members of a Subordinate 
Grange are eligible to participate in 
any state or national junior Grange 
opportunity. A summary of the na-
tional programs can be found in the 
Colorado State Grange Program 
Handbook at the Colorado State 
Grange Website: coloradogrange.
org. Again, a complete explanation 
can be found at the National Grange 
Website: nationalgrange.org. 
Colorado State Grange offers 

many Junior Grange programs in-
cluding public speaking, agricultural 
awareness project, creative writing, 
sign-a-song, national junior Grange 
ambassadors, cape of honor award, 
photo contests, and craft contests. 
Awards for winners of these state 
activities will be presented at the 
Colorado State Grange Convention. 
Entries need to be brought to the 
State Convention in October. 
I also want to encourage anyone 

who has an interest in Junior, Youth, 

and Young Adult activities to con-
sider donating their talents and time 
as Colorado State Junior and Youth 
Director. I am experiencing some 
health issues that make it impossible 
for me to continue in this capacity 
after this year. 

Colorado State Grange Leadership And Scholarship Foundation
2025 Scholarship Recipients
The Colorado State Grange Lead-

ership Scholarship Foundation has 
awarded the following individuals 
$2,000 each towards their education. 

Katrina Borst is a member of Flo-
rissant Grange. She is continuing her 
education at the University of Colo-
rado, Colorado Springs, majoring in 
Doctor of Physical Therapy. “Some-
times the only way to achieve great-
ness is to experience and grow from 
past failures. It can teach a person a lot 
about dedication and hard work. It is 
also important to remember, howev-
er, that one is not alone through hard 
times when one has a community.”

Caitlyn Chapman is the daugh-
ter of Yvonne and Steve Chapman 
from Mt. Allison Grange. She will 
be attending Colorado Mesa Uni-
versity majoring in engineering. “A 
good leader has empathy and integ-
rity. They are able to inspire others 
and communicate well. These are 
not characteristics we are born with, 
they are learned characteristics.”

Emily Davis is the granddaugh-
ter of Loeda Westphal of El Paso 
Grange. Emily will continue her 
education at Colorado State Univer
sity majoring in Anthropology. 
“Effective leaders adapt and learn, 
constantly refining their approach 
based on their team’s needs and the 
challenges they face. To suggest 
that leadership is solely a matter of 
birthright ignores the crucial role of 
learning, growth, and the environ-
ment in shaping effective leaders.”

Alexander Lein is the grandson 
of Anne Cohan of Golden Gate 
Grange. He will be attending Colo
rado Mesa University majoring in 
Engineering: “I’ve realized that 
leadership is not about being bossy, 
loud, or outgoing; it’s about inspir-

ing others to reach their full poten-
tial. Through experiences like these, 
I’ve learned that effective leader-
ship comes in many forms, has al-
ways been within me and has really 
strengthened over time.”

Braden Lein, Golden Gate Grange, 
will be attending the Metropolitan 
State University in Denver majoring 
in Aviation Science, Prof Flight Offi-
cer. “I have always considered myself 
to be a leader because of my outspo-
ken nature, friendly demeanor, and 
willingness to make decisions.”

Tyler Fortune is the son of mem-
bers of Golden Gate Grange. He will 
be attending Red Rocks Commu-
nity College doing general studies. 
“I would like to cover the topic of 
“Leaders are Born, Not Made.” It 
would be great if it was that easy 
and you cold spot good leaders from 
birth. But, it actually takes life les-
sons, successes, and failures to learn 
how to become a good leader.”

Ashley Hoery is the granddaugh-
ter of Jan Smith and Great-grand 
daughter of Donna Lambert of 
Green Valley Grange. Ashley plans 
to attend Colorado State University 
and major in Psychology. “To real-
ly become a good leader, a person 
needs to learn and practice leader-
ship skills. This includes gaining 
knowledge, learning from experi-
ences, and thinking about how they 
can improve. One important skill is 
emotional intelligence which means 
being able to understand your own 
feelings and the feelings of others. 
This helps build strong relation-
ships and makes it easier to work 
with people. I think emotional in-
telligence is something people learn 
through their experiences and from 
the way they were raised.”

Trevor Phillips is the son of Gold-

en Gate Grange members. He will 
continue his education at the Colorado 
School of Mines majoring in Mechani-
cal Engineering. “Being a leader means 
you actively strive to help guide and 
inspire the others around you.”

Elizabeth Reed is the grand-
daughter of Dena Brooks of Colona 
Grange. Elizabeth will be attending 
Colorado Mesa University studying 
Criminal Justice. “True leadership 
involves trial and error, reflection, 
and resilience.”

Amy Rhodes is a member of 
Garden Home Grange. She will be 
attending the University of Northern 
Colorado in Greeley and majoring in 
International Affairs in Asia. “Com-
munication is one of the most im-
portant things to have when it comes 
to talking with your team, delegating 
work, and uplifting others. This skill 
is developed over time. My determi-
nation is what drives me to plan and 
accomplish goals for our club. As an 
outgoing person, who seeks to serve 
others, I am dedicated to creating 
opportunities for everyone to feel 
welcomed, have fun, and make the 
most of their time in the club.”

Desea Spradlin is the grandchild 
of Craig Quick of Cherry Creek 
Grange. Desea will be attending 
Western Welding Academy studying 
Welding. “Leadership is often seen 
as a complex and nuanced skill, but 
at its core, it is rooted in common 
sense. Effective leaders understand 
the importance of treating others 
with respect and fairness, recogniz
ing that people are motivated by 
similar needs for recognition, trust, 
and collaboration. At the heart of 
leadership is the ability to communi
cate clearly, listen actively, and 
make decisions that benefit the team 
or organization as a whole.”



Page 4, The Colorado Granger, July-August 2025 

Statewide, the median price of a 
single-family home rose 2.8% from 
March to April at $599,000. For the 
condo-townhome market, pricing 
slid 0.5% between March and April 
to $407,000, down 5.1% from a year 
ago. Despite the influx of listings, 
buyers remain cautious.

Concerns about interest rates 
and the broader economy are caus-
ing many to pause. This feels like 
a typical spring market in terms of 
inventory, but consumer hesitation 
is putting a damper on activity. If 
mortgage rates decline and the eco-
nomic outlook improves, we may 
see a delayed spring market unfold 
this fall. Is the housing market stag-
nant? It feels that way for too many 
clients and REALTORS® alike. 
With listings up 30% across all 

properties and the median price re-
maining unchanged, many sellers 
are finding a lack of buyer demand. 
And this is a trend in other areas 
across the state and the country. To-
tal housing inventory was up 8.1% 
month over month in April nation-
wide and 20% year over year, yet 
house prices remain elevated. 
The fear factor is real. Buyers are 

worrying about prices and what’s 
next, while sellers are lowering their 

price and wondering how many 
showings before they receive an 
offer. It’s obvious that, unless the 
home is well-priced, very clean, and 
in good repair, it may experience a 
longer shelf life on the market. With 
more homes for sale this spring than 
we’ve seen in over 12 years, one 
might expect buyers to be eager to 
jump into a market filled with plenti-
ful options. However, finding moti-
vated buyers in April wasn’t exactly 
an easy task... unrelenting interest 
rates, economic uncertainty, and 
overall inflationary pressures have 
kept buyer motivation low across 
the country this spring. 
That’s the thing about a balanced 

market. They’re kind of boring. 
Compared to the heyday of post pan-
demic purchase pandemonium, buy-
ers now have the luxury to look at 
multiple houses for sale in just about 
any price range; they also have more 
time to make a decision since more 
homes are available and only buyers 
with the stoutest of hearts (and pock-
etbooks) are actively buying. Nego-
tiations for things like seller con-
cessions for interest rate buy-downs 
and inspection items to have repairs 
completed before closing have once 
again become commonplace.

Amy Peterson State Chaplain 
970-749-9374 

amyloupeterson@gmail.com
249 years!! We are so blessed 

to live in a country where we can 
worship our God. Psalms 33:12a 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the LORD.” (NIV) We are certainly 
blessed to live in a country where we 
are not persecuted for our beliefs. 
We are a blessed people, “There will 
be no breaching of walls, no going 
into captivity, no cry of distress in 
our streets. Blessed is the people 
of whom this is true; blessed is the 
people whose God is the LORD.” 
Psalms 144:14b-15. (NIV). Let us 
be happy to live in America where 
we are allowed live our lives in free-
dom and to worship as we please. 
Sometimes it is hard to be happy 
when we see what the world has to 
offer, but we have the words of Mat-
thew from the beatitudes “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:13 
(NIV), and James, “Consider it pure 
joy, my brothers and sisters, when-
ever you face trials of many kinds.” 
James 1:2 (NIV). Happy is a syn-

onym of blessed and Matthew gave 
us 9 beatitudes to be blessed/ hap-
py. Jesus tells us to “Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, “Matthew 5:12a (NIV). Be 
happy and thankful to carry on our 
ways of life in this wonderful coun-
try which have been practiced for 
249 years. Like the Bobby McFerrin 
song says “Do not worry, be happy. 
In every life we have some trouble 

Granger Deadline And Guidelines
August 15, 2025, is the deadline 

for articles for the September-Oc-
tober 2025 edition of The Colorado 
Granger. You can send them to the 
State Grange Office, 7629 County 
Road 100, Hesperus, CO 81326 or 
email costategrange@gmail.com.
We would appreciate your follow-

ing these guidelines when writing an 
article.
•	 Name of Grange
•	 Contact person (with phone num-
ber)

•	 Upcoming dates

•	 Brief summary of what has been 
happening at your Grange — DO 
NOT SEND MINUTES

•	 Community Service Projects
•	 In Memoriam (Grangers who 
have passed away)

•	 Thinking of You
•	 (Grangers who are sick and shut 
in — include address if they 
would enjoy cards)

•	 Hats Off (Grangers to be recog-
nized)

•	 You’re Invited (activities open to 
nonmembers and visiting Grangers)

October — Annual Meeting 
During State Session.

October — Silent Auction at 
State Session.
We have been busy working with 

Animas Valley Grange on getting 
some grants for building repairs. 
They have been awarded three grants, 
two of which required PICK’s coop-
eration. They have received funds 
from the Ballentine Foundation and 
the Durango Rotary Club.
PICK has submitted two grants 

for Capital improvements for three 
Granges (Animas Valley, Mt. Alli-
son, and Marvel). We have applied 
to the El Pomar Foundation and the 
Coors Family Foundation. We hope 
to be able to report on these two 
grants in the future.
We will have a silent auction at 

State Session. IF you have items you 
would like to donate please bring 
them to State session or send them 
with your delegates. We hope all 
who attend State Session will come 
prepared to bid on the items.

PICK CONTESTS
Celebrating the US 250th anni-

versary — contests take place Octo-
ber 2025 so that they can be shared 
with Granges throughout the state 
for 2026. Open to non-members.

Purpose: To help Americans 
show their pride and love for our 
country during the Semiquincen-
tennial/Bisesquincentennial of the 
United States of American and Col-
orado State’s 150th.

Age divisions:
1.	Adults:24 to 55
2.	Seniors:56 and up
3.	Youth 14-18, 19-23
4.	Children 5-7, 8-10, 12-14
A.	Poetry – Theme:
	 American Pride
B.	Essay – Theme:
	 What does American Mean to 
you?

	 Why is the constitution import-
ant?

C.	Art — (could be a collage, a 
painting, a drawing , etc). Entries 
will be photographed and utilized 
to help Granges publicize events 
they hold during 2026 in celebra-
tion of the US 250th anniversary 
and Colorado state’s 150th.
Prizes for each category will be as 

follows:
First Place $25; Second Place 

$15; Third Place $10.
Start Planning Now — Special 

celebration for the US 250th and 
Colorado’s 150th in 2026. 
PICK will grant subordinate or 

Pomona Granges that present a pro-
gram and report in 2026 up to $250. 
Preference will be given to those 
Granges who match the potential 
grant. A detailed plan must be sub-
mitted, along with a proposed bud-
get for the project. Matching Grants 
will be given based on the need the 
Grange presents for the project. So 
start planning now. More informa-
tion will be available in September 
2025.

The purpose of the Mandy project 
is to help children with hearing loss 
to become productive citizens and 
to provide assistance to a family ex-
periencing hardship due to a child’s 
hearing loss.	
As many children will be helped as 

possible and as funds are available. 
Families with a child who has a hear-
ing loss will be chosen through the 

Deadline for Sept.-Oct. 2025 Issue Is August 15, 2025.

when you worry you make it double, 
don’ t worry, be happy.” Let us just 
be happy and love and trust God, He 
gave us this wonderful country. 
COLORADO STATE GRANGE 

MEMORIALS
Memorial donations to honor 

members and past members who 
have passed away should be made 
payable to CSG Leadership/Schol-
arship and mailed to the State 
Grange office, 7629 County Road 
100, Hesperus, CO 81326. Memori-
al donations are listed in the Book 
of Memories and included in the 
Memorial Service at the State con-
vention. 
We have received donations in 

memory of the following: Lois Pain
ter, Maple Grove Grange #154

application process to receive fund-
ing assistance to help cover costs of 
hearing aids, speech therapy, surgery 
or other related expenses.
Brochures can be obtained by 

contacting the State Director. 
Granges who sponsor a special 

fundraiser or make a donation to the 
Mandy Project will receive a special 
certificate.

Contact Idella Lewis, idellam 
lewis@gmail.com, 303-233-3393, 
for further information.

July 12, Saturday — Darden 
Pomona Picnic, 12 p.m. at Pleas-
ant Park Grange in Conifer.

September 3, Wednesday — 1 
p.m. Darden Pomona meets at 
Maple Grove Grange with 5th De-
gree.
The May meeting of Darden 

Pomona was hosted by Enterprise 
Grange with a Kentucky Derby 
Party.
Beautiful hats were worn by ev-

eryone. Following the potluck din-
ner everyone placed fake bets on the 
horses. Unfortunately, no one was a 
winner. A fun evening was enjoyed 
by everyone!
The annual Darden Pomona Pic-

nic will be he hosted by Pleasant 
Park Grange in Conifer. Bring a 
covered dish to share and enjoy a 
beautiful day in the mountains with 
good food and fellowship! 
The September meeting will be 

held at Maple Grove Grange with 
the 5th degree given by Gary & 
Kathy Wardle. Officers of Darden 
Pomona need to come early at 12 
p.m.to practice. Grangers need to 
encourage their members who have 
not taken the 5th degree to attend. 

Idella Lewis

Enterprise Grange
Contact Carol Lackey, carollac 

keyhomes@gmail.com, or 303-
521-4477, for further information.

July — No Enterprise Grange 
#25 meeting will be held.

Darden Pomona Picnic — Sat-
urday, July 12, starting at noon. 
Festivities will be held at Pleasant 
Park Grange, 21932 Pleasant Park 
Road, Conifer. Bring a dish to share 
and plan to hang out for all the fes-
tivities! 

August 14, Wednesday 6-8 p.m., 
Enterprise Grange #25 meeting. 
Get Ready for a Tailgate Potluck! 
Join us for a fun-filled Tailgate 
Party! The Grange will be firing 
up the grill and providing hot dogs 
and hamburgers. Bring your favor-
ite tailgate dish — nachos, veggies 
and dip, bar cookies, pasta or potato 
salad—whatever says “game day” to 
you! No crowds, no parking hassles 
— just great food and even better 
company.
After we eat, we’ll hold our meet-

ing to plan upcoming outings and 
wrap up decisions about having a 
Chili Dinner. Bring your ideas and 
enthusiasm! We’ll also be voting 
on delegates to attend the Colorado 
State Grange Convention in October. 
It will be in Castle Rock this year so 
even if you can’t make it full time 
to be a delegate, think about coming 
for just a day to see the proceedings 
or the banquet. Let’s eat, connect, 
and then plan together!

September 3rd, Wednesday. 
1 p.m. Darden Pomona meets at 
Maple Grove Grange. 
Join us for this meeting, where 

the 5th Degree will be presented by 
Gary and Kathy Wardle. All Darden 
Pomona officers are asked to arrive 
by 12 p.m. (noon) for a brief practice 
session. If you haven’t seen this cer-
emony before, we encourage you to 
attend — it’s a unique opportunity to 
witness the induction of officers and 
learn about the roles and responsi-
bilities of each office. 

September 10th, Wednesday 
6-8 p.m., Enterprise Grange #25 
meeting. 
This potluck will be Farm to Ta-

ble. Let’s come together to share a 
meal made from the harvests of our 
Community Garden space and your 
own homegrown vegetables. During 
the meeting, we’ll focus on planning 
for the upcoming Colorado State 
Grange session. Now’s the time to 
start thinking about all the beautiful 
things you’ve created this year for the 
Family Activities contests — baking, 
food preservation, needlework, sew-
ing, and quilting. Don’t forget the 
Lecturer’s Contests too! Get your en-
tries ready in photography, hobbies, 
food sustainability, and workbench 
projects. Let’s aim for strong partic-
ipation in every category this year! 
We’ll also continue planning where 
to sell the teacup gnomes we’ve 
been crafting all summer. Come 
hungry, inspired, and ready to eat.

Darden Pomona’s May meeting was hosted by Enterprise Grange with a Kentucky Derby Party. Beautiful 
hats, potluck, and fake Derby betting made for an enjoyable evening for everyone.
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On May 3rd, Enterprise Grange 
welcomed members for the Pomo-
na Grange Meeting with a festive 
Kentucky Derby theme. Our pot-
luck menu was filled with Southern 
charm — our own spin on Kentucky 
Hot Browns, crispy fried chicken, a 
variety of fresh salads, and an irre-
sistible spread of desserts. We even 
brought in a TV so everyone could 
enjoy watching the big race together. 
The ladies looked stunning in their 
Derby hats, adding color and flair to 
the celebration. Before the festivi-
ties, we held a productive quarterly 
meeting where we laid the ground-
work for a special Officer Induction 
Ceremony on September 3rd. 
On May 16th we held our month-

ly meeting. We celebrated Cinco de 
Mayo with a delicious taco bar pot-
luck. It IS the Grange, so there were 
also plenty of desserts. Carol Lack-
ey found two cardboard standups of 
a Mexican man and woman in full 
regalia with an open face. It was a 
perfect photo op! We held elections 
for next year’s officers and had live-
ly discussions about upcoming proj-
ects — including scheduling time 
to work on our teacup gnomes and 
which craft fairs we should attend. 
We scheduled our next teacup activi-
ty for May 28th. Lisa Mittan offered 
to research craft fairs to find the best 
and the least expensive. 
Debbie Koonz gave an informa-

tive and engaging talk titled “What 
Really is Cinco de Mayo?” Many 
Americans think Cinco de Mayo 
is Mexico’s Independence Day — 
but that’s not really right. Debbie 
informed us that Cinco de Mayo 
actually honors the Battle of Pueb-
la in 1862, when a small Mexican 
army defeated a much larger French 
force. It was a surprising and inspir-
ing victory, and it became a sym-
bol of Mexican strength and pride. 
It’s not a major holiday in Mexico, 
but here in the U.S., it has grown 
into a fun celebration of Mexican 
culture and heritage, especially in 
Mexican-American communities. 
So while it’s not Independence Day 
— that’s on September 16 — Cinco 
de Mayo is still a great time to enjoy 
good food, music, and traditions! 
And we all walked away having 
learned something new!
On June 2nd Carol Lackey met 

with Carol Thompson of the Mt. Al-
lison Grange. Carol (T) brought an 
amazing amount of shampoo, condi-
tioner, body lotion and soap to Carol 
(L) for the Enterprise Stocking Proj-
ect for seniors. We now have almost 
or maybe more than we need for this 
year’s senior stocking project!! It’s 
almost impossible to know how to 

thank her for her thoughtfulness. 
Nancy Sells, a newer member of the 
Enterprise Grange, has found a won-
derful place called the Craft Box and 
they have been knitting scarves and 
beanies all year long. Their goal is 
to have enough of each to fill all 200 
plus stockings. Nancy is always hard 
at work rustling up donations of all 
kinds to fill the stockings. We can’t 
begin to thank her for all she does. 
If you are planning to come to 

the Colorado State Convention in 
Castle Rock this October and have 
any of the following, we can real-
ly use your help. Here is the list of 
needed items: Men’s and women’s 
gloves or mittens, Men’s and La-
dies Crew Socks, Decks of playing 
cards, Large print puzzle books like 
crossword, search words, etc, Small 
Toiletries, ie; shaving cream, combs, 
nail polish, body wash, hair condi-
tioners, shampoo, etc., Chap stick/
lip balm, Individual wrapped Tea 
bags or instant coffee bags, Boxed 
Christmas Cards, Small Christmas 
Ornaments. 
Larger items for the 36 bags in-

clude, Regular sized of all the fol-
lowing: Shampoo/conditioner com-
bination, body lotions, shower gels, 
and antiperspirant. 

Carol Lackey

Maple Grove
Contact Idella Lewis, idellam 

lewis@gmail.com, 303-233-3393, 
for further information.

August 13, Wednesday, 10 a.m. 
Annual Picnic at Marlys Halbei
sen’s home.

October 18, Saturday, Break-
fast fundraiser at Maple Grove 
Grange featuring burritos, pan-
cakes, eggs.
The Wheat Ridge Police Depart-

ment gave a presentation on scams 
and fraud prevention at the May 
meeting. Community members were 
invited to attend. Everyone was 
made aware of being careful be-
cause of how clever the scammers 
can be, even making voice reproduc-
tions so people think it is you calling 
when it really isn’t you. We were 
reminded to always be on the alert 
when answering calls. At the June 
meeting everyone shared what they 
had learned from the presentation 
given in May. 
We are grateful to Tamera Hal-

beisen for developing our new web-
site.
Dean Halbeisen has been busy 

leveling our parking lot and filling in 
gravel at the entryways. It has made 
a huge improvement to the lot. We 
continue having chains and cables 
put up to prevent dumping on the 

Grange property. So far it has really 
helped to keep our lot from being a 
public dumping ground. 
We continue to have our renters 

willingly help out with the mainte-
nance and care of our building. It 
helps us to keep everything in good 
order and helps them to have an af-
fordable place to rent. 

Members are encouraged to en-
ter something that was listed in the 
handbook which came out in the 
January issue of the Granger. It 
makes the displays interesting at the 
State Session, seeing what members 
have been busy working on during 
the year! 
Idella Lewis gave a presentation 

on the Grange to the Wheat Ridge 
Historical Society members at their 
monthly meeting. The presentation 
will be given to other groups in the 
community to make everyone aware 
of what our organization and other 
organizations have to offer. 

Idella Lewis

Pleasant Park
Contact Yvonne Ludwig, Mas-

ter, for information, at 303-838-
4805, 22551 Pleasant Park Road, 
Conifer, CO 80433.

July 12 — Regular meeting 10 
a.m. followed by Pomona Picnic.

August 9 — Regular meeting 10 
a.m. followed with potluck.

September 13 — Regular meet-
ing 10 a.m. followed by potluck.
The Pomona Picnic is scheduled 

for July 12, 2025. Hope you can join 
us for fun, food, games, entertain-
ment and fellowship. Bring your fa-
vorite dish to share. We will provide 
beverages and table service. 
Springtime has brought many bi-

cycle riders to our rest stop. Thank 
you to the many members who make 
this service available to the commu-
nity. 
Gratefully, Mother Nature contin-

ues to provide rain almost every day, 
so currently the grass is green and 
fire danger low.
The Steward and his crew have 

been taking care of the yard and 
building maintenance. Many trees 
had to be cut down and others 
sprayed for pine beetles. 
We continue to look for new 

members and ways to educate lo-
cals of the advantages to become a 
member. 
Everyone is welcome to attend 

our meetings the second Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m.

Yvonne Ludwig

Golden Gate 
Contact Terri Costeldia, terri 

costeldia@hotmail.com, 970-640-
7185, for further information.

July 10, Thursday, 3 p.m. — 
Grange Meeting.

July 12, Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
— First Aid/CPR Training.

July 25, Friday through July 31, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Rummage Sale 
Drop Off.

August 1, Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and August 2, Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. — Rummage Sale.

August 14, Thursday, 3 p.m. — 
Grange Meeting.

September 11, Thursday, 3 p.m. 
— Grange Meeting.

September 20, Saturday, 5 p.m. 
— GGFPD Aux. Pig Roast.

Yoga — Wednesdays, from 3-4 
p.m.

AA — Every Tuesday, from 7 
p.m. 
Thanks to all the folks who con-

tributed to the AED fund. YOU DID 
IT! We now have this critical piece 
of equipment paid for entirely with 
donations from our Grange Mem-
bers! Our hearty appreciation to all 
the generous Grangers who contrib-
uted to the AED purchase.
Eggmania has been a popular 

event for many years. Children and 
adults dyed and decorated eggs. This 
was followed by an Easter Egg Hunt 
for the kids! 
The Community Brunch is always 

a good way to catch up with neigh-
bors and friends. In April we hon-
ored our Grangers Deb, Curlee, 
Paul, Prue, Thirza, and Citizen Bob 
Kennedy. These four intrepid Vol-

unteers handled the Can Recycling 
Program at our Grange. It is a daunt-
ing task especially in the winter 
months! Last year they moved 3,680 
pounds of cans from the cage to the 
trailer and then transported them 
down to the recycle center in town. 
This totaled $1,1880 in income for 
our Grange! Thanks to this great 
foursome for all their hard work and 
dedication! In addition, Deb and 
Thirza have been organizing and 
running our Holiday Craft Fair. Deb 
has served as the President of the 
Golden Gate Fire Protection District 
Board for the past three years and 
was recently reelected to another 
term on the GGFPD Board. We also 
honored Gale Baughman and Vicky 
Tripp Ramsden for 25 years of con-
tinuous membership in the Golden 
Gate Grange.
Every year we hold a Hydration 

Event where we collect water and 
sports drinks for the Golden Gate 
Fire Protection District Volunteers. 
We collected 97 cases of water and 
sports drinks. These donations will 
be critically important for the GG-
FPD Volunteers during training ses-
sions and emergency calls. Thanks 
to all who donated to this important 
event.
The annual Canyon Cleanup Day 

was a great success! We had 17 vol-
unteers who picked up trash along 
lower Golden Gate Canyon Road 
and Crawford Gulch. Thank you, 
Rinda Tisdale, Niffy Ovoworie, 
Corey and Sandy Stone, Matt and 
Vicky Phillips, Jill Shewmaker, 
Susan Vincent, Frank Blaha, Scott 
Warner, Karen Caroll, Kim and 
Rick Bonzynski, Deb Curlee, Ter-
ri Costeldia, Cheri Priest, and Paul 
Trost! If you see any members of 
this great crew, be sure to give them 
your thanks! Our Volunteers are the 
best! Thanks to Tom Wingfield who 
has been trimming and weed whack-
ing around the entire property for 
several years. With all the rain we 
have had this Spring, this has be-
come a huge job. We are very appre-
ciative of Tom’s hard work.
The Golden Gate Grange will 

hold its Annual Rummage Sale on 

Friday, August 1st, from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Saturday, August 2nd, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donations 
will be welcomed from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Friday, July 25th, and 
thru Thursday July 31st. Please do 
not bring any donations before Fri-
day without checking with DeeDee! 
We would appreciate donation of 
your gently used items including 
clothes, vintage clothing, kitchen-
ware, tools, furniture, books, deco-
rations, collectibles, jewelry, linens, 
sports equipment, garden items. 
Please be sure clothes are clean and 
not damaged. NO tires, mattresses, 
televisions, computer equipment, 
sofas, pressed board furniture, or 
other large items of furniture. If you 
have any questions about donations 
or would like to help, call DeeDee 
Ramstetter at 303-279-6113 (leave 
a message if no answer) or email at 
DKMHH1@gmail.com. Join us for 
the sale where you may find a bar-
gain or maybe a treasure! Shop a 
wide variety of clothes, household 
goods, tools, furniture and more, all 
at bargain prices. There are always 
some great surprises! Food will be 
available — Hot Dogs with Chips 
and Drinks! 
Thanks to the GGFPD who has 

coordinated with the Grange to 
hold a Slash Collection Event at 
the Grange in June. There will be a 
First Aid/CPR/AED Training event 
on July 12th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Golden Gate Grange. Check 
your emails for further details about 
cost and registration. The GGFPD 
has once again been instrumental in 
helping us put this program together 
with professional instructors.
We are planning to have a Wild-

life Program in the near future. Stay 
tuned for the details.
Yoga is held on Wednesdays from 

3-4 p.m. If you haven’t been to a 
class before Instructors Judy and 
Susan will provide a class that will 
offer alternatives for all levels.
Website: www.GoldenGateGrange 

.com/Facebook: Golden Gate Can-
yon Community.
Grange phone: 303-273-9516. 

Jayne Ruesch

Eggmania at Golden Gate Grange featured dying and decorating eggs 
and an Easter Egg Hunt for the kids.

Seventeen volunteers participated in the annual Canyon Cleanup Day, 
picking up trash along Golden Gate Canyon Road and Crawford Gulch.

Enterprise Grange celebrated Cinco de Mayo with a delicious taco bar 
and fun photos with festive cardboard cutouts.
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Sunflower
Contact Cherry Ellis, 303-581-

7672, cherryellis5@yahoo.com, 
P.O. Box 221, Sedalia CO 80135, 
for further information. 

July 12 — Grange Meeting 
1 p.m. at Firehouse in Sedalia. 
Speaker: Charlie Dunham of Col-
orado Computers on Cybersecu-
rity.

July 19 — Sideways Seven at 
BMan’s 6:30 p.m. — Bruce Hier.

August 9 — Grange Meeting 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Firehouse.

August TBD — Douglas Coun-
ty Fair History booth, Sandi Hier 
and Cherry Ellis.

August 16 — Sideways Seven at 
BMan’s – Bruce Hier.

September 6 — Progressive Po-
mona 12 p.m. Windcrest Retire-
ment Center, 3237 Summer Wind 
Lane, Highlands Ranch, 80219. 
Contact Judy Harrison at gsjjhar 
rison@comcast.net.

September 13 — Tomato Tast-
ing/Harvest Festival at BMan’s.

October 2-4 — Colorado State 
Grange Convention in Castle 
Rock.

October 12 — Grange Meeting 
1 to 3 p.m. at Firehouse in Sedalia. 

October TBD — Pumpkin 
Weigh-in at Bud’s Bar – Billy 
Moore “First Friday after the 
First Frost.”

October TBD — Trunk or Treat 
at Sedalia Elementary – Sandi 
Hier and Diana Horner-Bates.
April 17 for the Local Area Book 

Club meeting, Bruce Hier invited 
George Melvin of Sprucewood Inn 
to add to his oral history in Men of 
Sedalia. Sprucewood is on Hwy 67 
about 13 miles from Sedalia (https://
www.facebook.com/sprucewood 
inn67). How does a Midwesterner 
with a degree in physics end up at 
Sprucewood? George discovered 
Sprucewood when he rode dirt bikes 
in the area and ended up buying it. 
For the folks who live in the moun-
tains in that area, Sprucewood has 
become the community center or 
hub for Monday night potlucks and 
special events like the annual Val-
entine’s Dinner benefiting Indian 
Park’s One Room School, for danc-
ing and the latest news. George re-
cently joined Pikes Peak Grange, but 
we are so glad he attends Sunflower 
dances and events. Be sure to put 
Sprucewood on your list of places to 
visit next time you go fishing in the 
South Platte.
In May, Bruce Hier invited Bill 

Mueller, local artist, to Book Club; 
Bill, has lived in Sedalia for many 
years creates large public art instal-
lations across the country. One re-
cent work is at the PS Miller Library 
in Castle Rock. He is a wealth of 

information on all phases of the ar-
tistic and business elements of pub-
lic art (https://www.wwmuel lerart.
com/about/biography/).
April 28, Diana Bates, our Lec-

turer, continued Sunflower’s speak-
er series for 2025 by inviting Ellie 
Furuta, Community Health Educa-
tor from Douglas County Health, to 
speak on immunizations. The recent 
measles outbreak in New Mexico 
and Colorado had us all concerned. 
Measles virus is extremely conta-
gious, but vaccines have been so 
effective in keeping it under control 
that many doctors in the U.S. have 
never seen a case. However, recent 
confusion about vaccines has caus
ed vaccination rates to drop, which 
should concern everyone. Douglas 
County’s vaccination rate is high, 
but not 95%, the rate for “herd im-
munity.” Do old people who had had 
measles require vaccinations? Ellie 
answered “generally not” unless the 
outbreak spreads and virus mutates. 
Two days after our speaker event, 
Ellie and the DC Health Department 
held a very well-attended vaccina-
tion clinic at Sedalia Elementary. 
We had hoped to have Ellie back for 
another talk, but she has been ac-
cepted in medical school in the fall, 
so her successor will come for talks 
next year.
Thanks for great help and sup-

port for the May 10th Plant Sale 
fundraiser: Diana Bates, SuJeanne 
Foster, Toni Romaine, Cale Sprister 
(https://www.naturallygrown.org/
cng_farm/sandys-way-microfarm/), 
Dick and Cherry Ellis, for the heir-
loom tomatoes, peppers, cacti, suc
culents, and flowers. Bluebird hous-
es made by Diana contributed to the 
sale’s success; they were beautifully 
crafted and sold quickly. We also 
thank BMan’s for hosting us, Den-
nis and Margaret Ellis for signs, 
Sandi Hier for cashiering, Jaclyn 
Monteserin for honey and bee infor-
mation, and the returning “roadies” 
Linda and John Reffel for transport-
ing plants and helping set up, Toni 
and son Alex Romaine for plant 
sales, and Jared and son Harvey El-
lis for helping set up and sell plants. 
There are a lot of plant sales in our 
area, so we branched out this year 
to include crafters (SuJeanne Fos-
ter, Rita Jones from Bailey, Alyssa 
from BMan’s), organizations and 
businesses to participate. Next year, 
the expanded Spring Festival will 
include even more folks. Thanks to 
Tom Ellis of Print Partners for past 
publicity (https://www.print-partners 
.com/). This year Diana Bates de-
signed/printed the Sale poster and 
printed the Sale handout, the main 
“advertising” for Sunflower each 
year. This year it featured National 
Grange President Christine Hamp’s 
message encouraging active citizen-
ship and advocacy for each of us, a 
good message worth repeating for 

the Grange community.
Over six years of Sunflower’s re-

vitalized existence, at every event or 
meeting, local residents have signed 
up for information from the Grange; 
we have about 300-350 names on our 
private Grange mailing lists which 
are not shared. In our area, emails 
are a good way to reach people and 
share information. Cherry has sent 
out/forwarded numerous emails on 
local issues (such as vaccines, pub-
lic meetings, events) for greater cit-
izen involvement. For example, we 
sent out a flyer from John and Linda 
Reffel, second generation business 
owners in Sedalia, giving contact 
information for County Planners 
regarding 250 townhomes proposed 
for the Sedalia (current population 
less than 100 people). Information 
on Home Rule for Douglas County 
was also sent out; the issue will be 
decided by a vote this month. Rea-
sonable communication is one pub-
lic service our Grange can provide.
After meeting at the plant sale, 

we have new member Danelle Klas-
sen, who “…grew up in a small 
seaside town in Cornwall, England 
and moved to Colorado 15 years 
ago to be with my boyfriend (now 
husband). Although the view is a 
little different in Sedalia, I feel the 
same small town community that 
I grew up in and I am so glad my 
children will get to experience this, 
too. We have a small ranch in Seda-
lia with horses, roping steers, don-
keys and chickens. I am definitely 
a crazy chicken lady, if you don’t 
have chickens you should get some! 
I love being outside, learning about 
gardening, sourdough baking, thrift 
shopping, crafts and community 
events. Life is pretty busy with all 
the animals and two small children, 

but I thrive in chaos.” Danelle is 
President of a Mom’s Club that 
meets several times a month at parks 
and other spaces where mothers with 
young children can get together for 
the benefit of all; we hope to partner 
on activities. Welcome and thanks to 
Danelle for her energy and interests!
Congratulations to Augustus Ellis 

who is our first Sunflower Grange 
high school graduate! Augustus has 
been a very active member of our 
Grange from the beginning, helping 
with plant sales, dressing as an elf at 
Christmas and a bunny for the Egg 
Hunt. He always showed up, and 
he always helped. Younger children 
looked up to him. At school, he ex-
celled in all subjects and designed 
the yearbook. Margaret (his grand-
mother) said that 34 family mem-
bers from around the country came 
to celebrate his graduation. Stay in 
touch, Augustus!

Congratulations to Billy Moore on 
his 90th! Garo Chalian, Bud’s Bar’s 
owner and Billy’s good friend, threw 
Billy a birthday party on June 7. The 
alley next to Bud’s was closed off 
to revive Billy’s Deere Garden for 
the day. Billy arrived by fire truck, 
had a Happy Birthday serenade by 
the crowd packed into the alley, and 
visited with ALL his friends as the 
Sideways Seven played. The lead-
ing fashion item in Sedalia is an “I 
survived Billy’s Birthday Bash at 

Bud’s” baseball cap.
Bruce Hier and the Sideways Sev-

en returned to BMan’s on June 14 
for the first of three music nights this 
summer. The weather was perfect, 
and the music was as well. Marga-
ret Ellis is the band’s biggest fan; 
she even got Bill to dance a slow 
song with her. Music is our Grange’s 
biggest and most worthwhile invest-
ment because it brings people to-
gether. We’ll look forward to Side-
ways Seven July 16 at BMan’s and 
July 23 at Sprucewood.

Cherry Ellis

Garden Home
Upcoming Dates:

July 10. Garden Home —  
Grange Meeting, 7 p.m.

July 26 Garden Home — Sand-
wich Hand Out sponsored by 
Sharing & Caring Christian Cen-
ter, Feed the City, and Garden 
Home Grange. 
For details Call Rob Northway 

303-935-2833 for time and meeting 
place.

August 7. Garden Home —  
Grange Meeting, 7 p.m.

August 9. Garden Home — 
Garden Home Grange clean-up 
day, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

September 18. Garden Home 
— Grange Meeting, 7 p.m. We 
will assemble bags to give to the 
homeless. 

Chicken races at Sunflower Grange.

Congratulations to Augustus Ellis who is our first Sunflower Grange high school graduate!

Bluebird houses made by Diana 
sold quickly during the Plant Sale.

Sunflower Granger Bill Ellis enjoying a Grange event with his daughter 
Christy.
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Contact Larry Corman, larry_
corman@hotmail.com, for more 
information.
Upcoming Events:
•	 July 14 — Business meeting @ 7 

p.m. (Florida Grange).
•	 August 6-10 — La Plata County 

Fair – Fair Kitchen fundraiser 
(help needed).

•	 August 11 — 9:30 a.m. Clean 
the fair kitchen (help needed). 

•	 August 17 — Pomona Picnic – 
Hosted by: Mt.Allison (location 
to be announced).

•	 September 6 — Exhibit Day @ 
Florida Grange – exhibits ac-
cepted from 1 until 2 p.m.
La Plata Pomona Grange has a 

busy calendar as noted above for the 
upcoming months.
Our major fundraiser (to help 

with Grange-related trips and other 
needs) is staffing the Fair Kitchen. 
Cindy and Stephanie do a wonderful 
job in managing the kitchen (order-
ing, staffing, “putting out fires,” etc. 
but as usual, they did several of the 
local Grange members to help and 
defray the labor costs.
Mt. Allison will host the Pomona 

Picnic the Sunday following fair. We 
usually have food left from the Fair 
which is supplemented by potluck 
from all the Grangers. We encour-
age you to bring friends — there’s 
always enough food.
Exhibit Day is fast approaching 

so be sure to get your entries ready. 
You can find details in the Colorado 

State Grange Handbook (paper copy 
sent with the Granger in January or 
you can find the digital online at col-
oradogrange.org
I hope that everyone has an enjoy-

able rest of the summer.
Larry Corman

Mt. Allison
Contact Larry Corman, larry_

corman@hotmail.com, 970-749-
8438, for more information.
Upcoming Events:
•	 July 21 — Business meeting @ 

4:30 p.m.
•	 August 6 — 10 a.m. La Plata 

County Fair — Fair Kitchen 
fundraiser (help needed).

•	 August 11 — 9:30 a.m. Clean 
the fair kitchen (help needed). 

•	 August 17 — Pomona Picnic. 
Hosted by: Mt. Allison (location 
to be announced).

•	 September 6 — Exhibit Day @ 
Florida Grange — exhibits ac-
cepted from 1 until 2 p.m.
We just finished our spring/sum-

mer fundraiser with our June 14 
hamburger fry, bake sale, and garage 
sale. We were part of the TARA (Tif-
fany, Arboles, Rosa, and Allison) 
Treasure Trail so that helped boost 
the traffic on that day. Thank you to 
all those who helped along with two 
non-members (Elaine Nobriega and 
Cathy Seibel). 
Our next event will be on June 27 

with the dedication of our communi-
ty Grow Dome (dome was donated 
by Bob Walkinshaw in memory of 
his wife, Jane). The dirt work has 
been completed; gravel still needs 
to be spread and compacted and 
then the actual build will happen 

Florissant
Contact Renee Caldwell, 719-

748-5004, florissantgrange@gmail 
.com, for further information.
Upcoming Events: 

Every Thursday is Community 
Potluck and Music.

Every Tuesday the Florissant 
Grange Quilters meet from 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.

Business meeting is the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 6 p.m.

July 12 – Basket Class and Nee-
dle Felting Class 9:00-12:00

July 26 — Heritage Day – 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

August 9 — Paint with me 9-11 
a.m.

Basket Class 12-3 p.m.
Gift Shop is open Wednesday, 

Friday, and Saturday weekly.
In May we held Taco night on 

Cinco De Mayo. This was another 
fundraiser to help us purchase a new 
furnace for our Grange. We had a 
very fun evening and a good turnout.
We held our first Craft Show and 

Flea Market near the end of May. 
We had 15 crafters and vendors and 
lots of great shoppers. We had hot-
dogs and Root beer/Dr. Pepper floats 
on hand for a small donation to our 
Grange.
Harvest Host camping is in full 

swing. We have been full almost 
every weekend since April. We had 
three sets of campers who stayed a 
whole week and we have two more 
scheduled for July 4 that plan on 
staying 6 days. This is great income 
for our Grange and for our little 
Gift Shop. It is great fun to give all 
the campers a tour of our Historic 
School House and tell them the his-
tory of the School, the area, and our 
Grange.
In June we had a dessert night 

scheduled, but unfortunately had to 

cancel it. We will reschedule it for 
sometime in September and add to it 
one of our dinner/shows.
June 20th, Renee Caldwell at-

tended the Great Plains Conference 
in Canon City to teach a workshop 
on Pine Needle Basket making. 
There were 54 people in the class, so 
we split the class into two classes to 
make it more manageable. This will 
be the largest classes she has ever 
taught, but I was looking forward 
to it and looking forward to sharing 
about it in the next article for the 
Granger.
July 26 is Heritage Day in Floris-

sant. The Fire Dept will be having 
their famous Pancake Breakfast to 
kick off the Day. The Historical So-
ciety will have fun events happening 
at the Museum, and at the Grange 
we will have Crafters and Vendors, 
Hotdogs and Brats, Ice Cream and 
ice cream floats, a treasure hunt for 
the kiddos, and we will award sev-
eral Quilts of Valor to some Teller 
County Veterans. It will be a fun 
day. The Gift shop will be open and 
inside the Grange Hall we will have 
the Quilters selling and showing off, 
some other of their sewing goodies, 
and more crafters.
	 Renee Caldwell

the week of June 23. Pictures will 
be forthcoming. Community mem-
bers are excited to have access to 
this dome — looking forward to a 
bounty of harvest for local families. 
Prayers for this to be a successful 
community asset with work being 
shared among many.
August 17 we will host the La 

Plata Pomona picnic, location TBD.
Sept 6 will be the Exhibit Day... 

Entries accepted from 1 until 2 p.m.; 
judging soon after, and then the an-
nual business planning meeting at 
4:30 p.m. with potluck immediately 
following the planning meeting (ap-
proximately 5:30 p.m.).
Have a great summer and see you 

at the dome.
Larry Corman

Marvel
Contact Cindy Greer, 970-749-

8108 or hcrdgreer@gmail.com for 
further information.

July 4 – No Meeting.
July 20 – Ice Cream Social.
August 1 – Business Meeting. 

7:30 p.m. Program.
August 5-10 – La Plata County 

Fair.
August 11 – Clean Kitchen at 

Fairgrounds.
August 30 – Community Break-

fast 8-10 a.m.
September 5 – Business Meet-

ing 7:30 p.m.
May 9 we hosted Emily Spencer 

the La Plata County Fairgrounds 
manager at the Grange Hall. We 
had a potluck supper and she then 
presented information on the Fair-
grounds Master plan. We had 15 in 
attendance.

The Colorado Granger
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May 31 we had a community 
breakfast with 80 in attendance. We 
served the usual menu of pancakes, 
eggs, bacon, sausage, juice, and 
coffee and also added Biscuits and 
Gravy.
In July we will have our ice cream 

social and recognize veterans and 

present some quilts of valor. Special 
thanks to Lila Greer who allows us 
to use her yard for the ice cream so-
cial.
Where has the summer gone? Be

fore we know it school will be start-
ing.

Cindy Greer

La Plata County Fairgrounds Master Plan presented by Emily Spencer.

Grangers enjoying a recent event at Lewis Grange hall.

Grange Hall 
Podcast

The Grange Hall releases a 
new episode every other Wednes-
day. Listen on Apple Podcasts, 
Spotify, Amazon Music, or 
iHeartRadio. You can also lis-
ten on PodBean, the National 
Grange website, or watch on 
YouTube! Be sure to like and 
subscribe!
If you have comments or 

questions, or if you’d like to rec-
ommend a member of YOUR 
Grange to be featured, you can 
contact us at grangehallpod@
gmail.com.
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Colorado State Grange
Website

Larry Corman takes care of the web page for the State 
Grange. He is requesting that Officers and Directors contact 
him with updates for their departments.
He would like to link the web page of each Grange to the 

State Grange site. Please contact him to have this done so 
Grange members and others can easily access your page for 
informaiton.
Larry Corman: larry_corman@hotmail.com or 970-749-8438.


